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2 Corinthians 11:7-13 LESSON 45
 

Deceitful Workers 
 
 
 
 
 

1. 11:7-11 - The Cost of Grace Work 
a. Common responses to free  1) you get what you pay for, 2) greed  

i. There is no such thing as a free lunch is true - it costs someone. Be thankful. 
b. (7)“abasing myself” - as a chief apostle not requiring payment/working -1Cor 9:11-12 

i. Bi-vocational preaching can be seen as a greater or lesser achievement.  
c. “preached ... the gospel of God freely” - free salvation, freely given, w/o charge. why? 

i. He wanted to gain the more (the poor, the weak, etc) - 1 Cor 9:17-19,22 
ii. Some of the most needy people are also the least generous for a reason. 

iii. Some want to glory in their flesh/wealth/education. Paul didn’t suffer it. 
d. (8) “I robbed other churches” - see 11:9 the poverty stricken Macedonians helped 
e. (9) “in all things... [not] burdensome” - in spiritual & carnal - 1Thess 2:5-6  grace 
f. (10) “the truth of Christ is in me” - Which was being questioned by some.  
g. “no man shall stop me” - of not taking from the rich, but giving.  1Cor 9:15, 12:14 

 
2. 11:11-13 - “Why Do You Do That?” 

a. (11) Why won’t he stop boasting in “weakness”?  (Answer will be in 12:9) 
i. “I love you not?” - Paul could have boasted in strengths, but he reproves. 

b. (12) “wherein they glory”  in appearance, in wealth, in comparing to other men.  
c. “found even as we” - like Paul (1 Cor 11:1), also ch.6, true in message and appearance 
d. (13) “such are false apostles” - those that desire occasion to glory (or war) in the flesh. 
e. Grace an offense to them - Rom 16:18,Eph 4:14,Phi 3:2, Col 2:4,8, Ti 1:10-11, 2 Ti 4:3-4 
f. “transforming themselves” - They make it appear as if they are, but they are not.   


