
Find more free resources at www.graceambassadors.com 

 

2 Corinthians 11:1-3 LESSON 42
 

My Folly and Fear 
 
 

1. 11:1 - Paul’s Folly 
a. “would to God ye could” - Paul’s prayer and desire, for God’s sake. 
b. “with me in my folly” - The folly is his boasting - 2 Cor 10:18 cf. 11:16-17, 21,23,12:11 
c. “and indeed bear with me” - Paul wants their adherence - 1Cor 4:16, 11:1 

 
2. 11:2 - Godly Jealousy 

a. “for I am jealous” - He is going to speak foolishly due to his jealousy 
b. “godly jealousy” -  Oprah’s stumble; His name is Jealous - Exo 34:14 

i. God is jealous and will revenge - Nahum 1:2, Deu 32:35 
ii. Godly jealousy is not envy nor sin - it is just - Ps 79:5, Matt 5:22 

iii. Zeal/desire/love that drives you to protect, defend, preserve 
c. Why is he jealous over the Corinthians? He was their father in faith - 1 Cor 4:16 

 
3. 11:2 - The Bride of Christ? 

a. That the church is the “bride of Christ” is a very common (but wrong) teaching. 
b. The teaching: the bride waits for the bridegroom to be married - Rev 19:7-9 

i. If you are the bride you are married to Christ, else you are only guests.  
c. What’s wrong? 1) Phrase is wrong, 2) Revelation is not the church, 3) the wife here 

has to make herself ready, 4) the bride has Israel’s name on it, 5) figures of speech 
d. The LORD is the husband of _______  ?  Isa 54:4-5  Prophesied (not mystery) 
e. When were they espoused? - Jer 2:2  In the wilderness before the promised land. 
f. A peak at the bride  Rev 21:2, 9-10... it is a city! See also Isa 62:4 and SoS 
g. The bride of the lamb is Israel’s promised kingdom  he is covenanted to it.  
h. The marriage is when Christ and the kingdom (land, Israel, city) are united.  
i. When are you united in one with Christ? Eph 1:13, 2:15, 3:6, 4:3-4, 5:30-33 

 
4. 11:2 - What is Paul Saying? 

a. “I am jealous” - as a father over his daughter who is about to cheat on her husband. 
b. “I may present you” - is not Paul part of the church? YES! This concerns - Col 1:28 
c. “as a chaste virgin” - This figure of speech speaks to their necessary purity in Christ.  
d. Marriage for Israel = future covenant fulfillment. Marriage for us = 2 become one. 
e. Ephesians 5 describes the mystery as you being the body of Christ, not the bride.  
f. How are they cheating? Following other apostles, other Jesus, other gospels.  
g. 2 Cor 11:2 is Paul warning them about the wrong doctrine of these other teachers.  

 
5. 11:3 - Paul’s Fear 

a. “as the serpent beguiled Eve” - deception, lies, lust of flesh, eyes, pride of life 
b. “through his subtilty” - fair words and fine speeches deceive - Rom 16:8 
c. “should be corrupted” - where? 2 Cor 10:5-6 
d. “simplicity that is in Christ” - By grace through faith  Paul’s message/pattern. 


