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2 Corinthians 10:7-18 LESSON 41
 

Our Measure and Commendation 
 

 
 

1. 10:7-11 - Judging by Appearance 
a. “do ye look... after... appearance?” - Which is why they doubted Paul. 1 Sam 16:7 

i. Paul’s appearance = weak, fear, trembling, base, infirmed 
ii. Right judgment is of heart & truth - 2 Cor 5:12, Ro 2:28, Ga 4:13, Phi 3:19 

iii. Inward over outward, character over charisma; faith over flesh; bible over 
beauty; approved by God over appearance of men - Rom 16:17, 1 Cor 2:5 

b. “trust himself that he is Christ’s” - through faith, not by works or appearance. 
c. “as he is Christ’s, even so are we...” - by grace, by Paul -1Co 4:15, 9:2, 2Co 13:5-6 

 
2. 10:8-11 - Paul’s Boast 

a. “I should boast somewhat more of our authority” - Which he has more than others.   
b. “which the Lord hath given us” - Christ sent Paul to build the BoC - not destroy. 
c. “for edification not destruction” - The difference not in rebuke but in intended result.  

i. We speak the truth in love, patient, gentle, apt to teach - Eph 4:13, 2 Ti 2:24 
d. (9) He prevents boasting of his full authority lest he terrify them.  warning 

i. Paul’s intent was not to terrify them, but to edify them.  
ii. (10) “say they” - The accusers say “all talk and no substance” 

iii. (11) “such an one” - Paul’s answer to the accuser (remember 10:2) 
iv. Instead of calming his letters, he is going to embolden his presence.  

 
3. 10:12-18 - Our Measure and Commendation from God 

a. (12) Comparing yourself to other people is not wise. Prov 27:2 
i. Paul was not trying to commend himself - 1 Cor 4:3-5, 2 Cor 3:1, 5:12 

ii. It is not a competition, nor self-improvement - Rom 14:7-12 
iii. We appear before God NOT men - 2Cor 5:9-11, 4:2, Gal 1:10, 1Th 2:4, 2Ti 2:15 
iv. The judgment not on a curve, but by sort - 1 Cor 3:13-14 

b. (13) “not boast of things without our measure” -boast in what God has done & supplied 
i. “measure of the rule which God...” - An apostleship Rom 1:5, 11:13, 15:16-18 

ii. “a measure to reach even unto you” - Paul’s authority over Corinthians - Gal 2:9 
c. (14) “stretch not ourselves beyond...” - They are within Paul’s authority (Gentiles) 
d. (15) “that is, of other men’s labours” - Paul stablished them - Ro 15:20, 1Co 9:2, 2Co 9:2 

i. If their faith would grow Paul’s ministry could be extended - Rom 11:13 
e. (16) “to preach the gospel in the regions beyond you” = Rome, Spain - Rom 15:24-28, 16:1 

i. “not to boast in another man’s” - Not to use them as steps toward selfish gain 
f. (17) From Jer 9:24 also referenced in 1 Cor 1:29 - Our glory in God not man. 
g. (18) The apostolic commendation comes not from yourself or others, but God. 

i. When you do God’s will with the right heart, let God’s word commend you. 
 

 


