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2 Corinthians 7:4-16 LESSON 32
 

Rejoicing in Repentance 
 
 

1. 7:4-7 – We are Comforted in You 
a. (v4) Confidence / love allows people to be bold and boast.  

i. The Corinthians were Paul’s - 1 Cor 9:2 
ii. Paul boasted of the Corinthians - 2 Cor 1:14-15, 2:3, 8:24, 9:1-4, 10:1-2  

b. (v5) This connects back to Paul’s account in 2 Cor 2:13 
i. He had troubles on the outside due to circumstances - 1:8, 4:8, 7:4 

ii. He had troubles on the inside over the Corinthians - 2 Cor 1:4, 2:4, 2:13 
c. (v6-7) Paul comforted and joyful due to 1) Titus returns, 2) their change of mind 

i. Paul finds God’s comfort by what God is doing in people not circumstances. 
ii. Earnest desire (to do right), mourning (toward wrong), fervent toward Paul. 

 
2. 7:8-11 - Rejoicing in Repentance 

a. Paul’s letter of rebuke brought them sorrow, but Paul rejoices in it. Why? 
i. (v8) He learned that the sorrow would be temporary 

ii. (v9) The sorrow worked repentance to salvation (v10) 
b. Godly sorrow = sorrow that works repentance (change of mind) 

i. Why is it godly? The sorrow is over sin, the repentance is to righteousness 
ii. There is a love that may hurt to prevent harm/loss – Prov 27:5-6, Titus 1:13 

iii. There is a travail necessary for growth - Gal 4:19, 1 Th 2:9, Col 1:28-29 
iv. “to salvation” - not here salvation from judgment, hell, but from fruit of sin 
v. Life/ death reaped by sowing flesh/spirit - Rom 6:21-23, 8:6-7, 8:13; Gal 6:7-8 

c. Worldly sorrow = sorrow over guilt, grief, shame  so, remove guilt, grief, shame 
i. The flesh wants “off the hook”- which is to them, “don’t judge!” 

ii. The problem seen not as the sin, but the resulting hurt (bad feeling) 
iii. When you remove the guilt, grief, shame of sin/wrong = death 

d.  “damage by us in nothing” - Godly sorrow = helpful; worldly sorrow = damage.  
i. How to guarantee godly sorrow? You can’t. It is in the soul of the sorry. 

ii. Wrong response =not speaking to prevent guilt, grief, shame, hurt - Eph 4:15 
iii. What to do? Separation prevents offending truth & damaging unrepentant 
iv. Unrepentant must recover themselves, you instruct godliness - 2Tim 2:24-26 

e.  (v11) Their godly response: care, clearing, indignation, fear, desire, zeal, revenge! 
i. “to be clear” - The clearing is in how they respond - Pro 9:8,15:12,25:12, Ro 8:6 

ii. Examine yourselves if you do not respond to rebuke this way. 2 Cor 13:5-7 
 

3. 7:12-16 - Unashamed Workmanship 
a. (v12) “in the sight of God” = 2 Tim 2:15-16 in practice (Paul is not partial-1Ti 5:20-21) 
b. (v13) “in your comfort” - they were encouraged to do right.  
c. (v14) “I am not ashamed” - since his labour not in vain - Ga 4:11, Ph 2:16, 2Ti2:19-21 
d. Titus’ love for them grew, Paul’s confidence grew, all due to their repentance.  

 


