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2 Corinthians 7:1-3 LESSON 31
 

Having These Promises 
 
 
 
 

1. 7:1 - A Bigger Context 
a. Ch. 7 concludes a 5 chapter long proving of his ministry – 2 Cor 2:13 to 7:5 
b. Would Paul rather suffer than visit the Corinthians? 1:23, 2:1, 2:13, 4:14,17, 6:4-5 

i. No! Longsuffering is the salvation/edification of others: it is our ministry. 
ii. He suffered “for you” Corinthians (15x) – 1:6, 3:2, 4:15, 5:13, 6:11, 7:3,7:12 

c. “therefore,” - What is there? Look beyond just 6:16-18, they exist in 5 chapters.  
 

2. 7:1 – Having These Promises 
a. What promises? More glory (ch3) glorious gospel (ch4) Christ in us (ch4) hope of 

glory (ch5) glorious ministry of reconciliation (ch5) glorious position (ch6) 
b. 6:16-18 speaks to Israel’s conditional position based upon their covenant keeping. 

i. (16) cf. to Lev 26:11-12 (17) cf. to Isaiah 52:11 (18) cf. to Jer 31:3, Isa 43:6 
c. “having these promises” – Israel does not have them yet – John 14:3, Zep 3:20, Rev 18:4 

i. 6:16 – But we do  God dwells in us, now – 1 Cor 3:16 
ii. 6:17 – But we do  God has received us, now – Eph 1:6 

iii. 6:18 – But we do  We are sons of God, now – Rom 8:14-17 
 

3. 7:1 - Let Us Cleanse Ourselves – Eph 5:26-27 
a. “cleanse ourselves” We are made holy by Christ, we are sanctified, therefore be holy. 

i. See also  Rom 6:11-12,8:9-13; 1Co 5:7-8,6:11; Eph 5:3,8,11; Col 3:4-5; Phi 2:12 
b. The gospel is the Death| Resurrection of Christ. Corinth had a resurrection, issue. 
c. Atonement|Forgiveness; Redemption|Reconciliation; Justification|Sanctification 

i. 2 Cor 2:7 = Forgive! - 5:20 = Be ye reconciled! - 6:14-18 = Be ye sanctified! 
d. “perfecting” – completely, wholly, entirely, filled up, through – 1 Th 3:13, 4:3, 5:23 
e. “fear of God” – not the spirit of fear, but service – 2Co 5:11, Eph 5:21, Ro 8:15, 2Ti 1:7 

 
4. 7:2-3 – Receive Us 

a. They had a fellowship/communion problem in 1 Cor 10:16, 20-21, here, too.  
b. “Receive us” – The proper fellowship was in Christ with Paul not against him. 

i. Did Paul do them wrong, was he corrupt, did he cheat them? 
c. 2 Corinthians: How can Paul preach grace, then rebuke behavior? 

i. (ch3) Not our own effort by the law: motivated by the Spirit, a greater glory.  
ii. (ch4) The gospel of grace affects us – Christ in us - a hope of glory.  

iii. (ch5) Our hope is not here – faith in resurrection – position in Christ.  
iv. (ch6) Ministry work with/for Christ must be approved, sanctified, holy. 

d. 7:3 - Paul does not rebuke to condemn – but to present them perfect – 7:12, Col 1:28 
 
 

 


