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2 Corinthians 5:19-21 LESSON 25
 

Ambassadors for Christ 
 
 
 
 
 

1. 5:18-19 – The Ministry of Reconciliation 
a. Reconciliation = what was separated, now becomes one again – reunited, friendship 
b. This ministry could not be performed until Israel fell – Rom 11:11-15, 32 
c. “not imputing...“– A warning against universalism. (faith not necessary, no hell) 

i. Trespasses not imputed now due to grace – Rom 5:13, 5:21, 7:4-6, 10:4 
ii. Sin still present – Acts 26:18, Rom 3:23, 7:20-23; 14:23; 1 John 5:17; Jam 4:17 

iii. ... and will be judged – Eph 5:6, 2Th 1:5-8; Heb 10:26-27; Rev 18:5; 20:12, 21:8 
d. “word of reconciliation” – The world separated by sin, but Christ reconciles by grace 

i. How? Thru faith, by the blood, by grace, in his body – Col 1:14, 20-22, 2:14 
e. “hath committed unto us” – a grace commission, given to us, our service (5:18) 

 
2. 5:20 – Ambassadors for Christ 

a. Ambassador ~def.  Representative/minister of a foreign power.  
b. “ambassadors for Christ” – because Christ is absent. This is Christ’s message. 
c. As long as there are ambassadors acc. to the mystery, the kingdom is not yet here.  
d. “God did beseech you by us” – reconciled sinners speaking for Christ – 2 Co 13:3 

i. Paul called to speak for Christ – 1Co 14:37; Gal 4:14,1Th 2:13,4:1-8; 1Tim 6:3 
e.  “we pray you in Christ’s stead” – as the new creature, members of his body 

i. He was in our stead at the cross before God, now we in his before men. 
f. We follow Paul’s pattern, though we be not apostles, we speak – 1Co 11:1, Eph 3:9 

 
3. 5:20 – Be Ye Reconciled 

a. “be ye reconciled to God” – The issue here not with God, but with us – Eph 4:20-24, 5:8 
i. Yes, all need be reconciled, but he appeals here to saints –Rom 6:3-18; 12:2 

ii. 6:1 – “we then as workers together with him” – not against him 1 Cor 3:5-9 
b. Believers ought not be enemies of the cross – but reconciled to God - Phi 3:14,18-21 

 
4. 5:21 – Made in Christ 

a. A tremendous verse that puts the fellowship of the mystery on display 
i. What he was made we benefit from; what we are made in him, we live. 

b. He did not sin (Heb 4:15), had no sin (1Jo3:5, Ro 8:3), never knew sin for he was God 
c. We could only be reconciled in him if he knew no sin – no separation from God. 
d. “righteousness of God” – which is not your own, but it is what you are made in him 
e. Righteous necessary, but only possible by faith - Rom 3:21, 6:18, 1Co 1:30, Phi 3:9 

 
 
 
 


