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2 Corinthians 4:1-3 LESSON 16
 

We Have This Ministry 
 

 
 
 

 
1. 3:17-18 – The Glory of the Lord 

a. “The Lord is that Spirit” – cf 3:17 with 3:3 & 3:16; see also 1John 5:6-7,John 15:26 
b. “we ... behold... the glory of the Lord” – in Christ Jesus, in the gospel, in this ministry 

i. This opposed to the glory of man, the law, or this world.  
c. “changed into the same image” – This is the body of Christ – 2Co 5:17, Rom 8:18, 8:29, 

12:2, Eph 3:6, 4:22-24, Col 1:27, 3:10, Phil 2:2 
 

2. 4:1 – We Have This Ministry 
a. “Therefore seeing”  cf 3:12-13; What are we beholding? 2 Cor 3:18 
b. “we have this ministry” – Paul’s ministry of the gospel in ch. 1:19, 2:12,14, 3:1-2 

i. Of Christ 3:3, the new 3:6, spirit 3:8, righteousness 3:9, glory 3:11, Spirit 3:17 
ii. Not of men, the old, letter, death, condemnation, lesser glory, Israel, Moses. 

c. “as we have received mercy” – Rom 11:32, 1 Tim 1:5-16, Titus 3:5, Eph 2:4 
d. “we faint not” – the theme of ch. 4 – due to 4:5, Gal 6:9 – faint in weakness – 12:10 

 
3. 4:2 – Nothing Hidden 

a. Remember the accusation – he was hiding something – 1:13, 2:17, Acts 20:20, 24-27 
i. How many Bible truths are held back (silenced) for the sake of gain / ‘peace’ 

b. “renounced” – grace through Christ produces/demands honesty 
i. Dishonesty = believing one thing/preaching another 

ii. Craftiness = using scripture to teach something it doesn’t say 
iii. Handling deceitfully = to please men, honor ourselves, etc – 1 Th 2:3-5 

c. For these things to occur there must be a true way to handle the word of truth 
d. “commending ourselves to every man’s conscience” – what they all know already. 

 
4. 4:3 - The Lost and Blind 

a. “our gospel” – Rom 2:16, 16:25, 2 Tim2:8 – his message compared to another gospel. 
b. “be hid” – The claim  “Why doesn’t anyone else teach this?” 

i. Paul’s response: “they are lost”  plain speech (3:12) 
c. The vail is the old testament law:  

i. Your own righteousness (Rom 10:2-3), and the knowledge of sins (Rom 3:20) 
ii. Religious men (Israel) cannot see by faith b/c of a zeal for the law 

iii. Sinners cannot see by faith b/c of their love & ignorance of sin -true glory 
 
 
 
 
 


