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2 Corinthians 3:6-12 LESSON 14
 

More Excellent Glory 
 

 
 

 
1. 3:6 – The Letter Kills 

a. “the letter kills”  law (requirements of flesh) – like what they demanded of Paul.  
i. It was a ministry of death - Rom 3:20, 6:23, 7:5-10, Gal 3:10-12, Phi 3:1-10 

b.  “spirit gives life”  (change of heart through faith) - John 6:63, 1 Cor 15:45 
i. The new testament is a more excellent ministry (better than the old) –Heb 8:6 

ii. Paul ministers a more excellent things (even for Israel)  Gal 3:7, 4:21 
iii. Some demanded law, flesh, for credibility – Paul refuses – Gal 5:6-11; 6:12-14 
iv. Paul is a minister of more excellent things.  (v7,9,11) 

 
2. 3:7-8 – Moses Ministered Death 

a. “ministration of death” – written in stones, glory of Moses’ face, glory would end 
i. Moses and the vail – Exo 34:29-35 (Ecc 8:1, dan 12:3, Matt 5:16) 

ii. Law begins and ends with men whose face shines – Acts 6:15 
iii. “was glorious” – Ps 19:7-12, Rom 7:12, 1 Tim 1:8 

b. “ministration of the spirit” – written in hearts (faith), glory of the Lord, eternal glory 
i. “be rather glorious” – 2 Cor 4:6, 4:17, Eph 5:8, 2 Tim 2:10 

 
3. 3:9-11 – The Old Had No Glory 

a. “ministration of condemnation” – (result of the letter) walking after flesh - Rom 8:1 
i. It was death because it was against us – Eph 2:15, Col 2:14 

ii. The glory of Moses would go away – Rom 10:3-6 
b.  “ministration of righteousness” (by faith) exceeds much more in glory 

i. But now righteousness without the law – Rom 3:21-22 
ii. We have much more even while we were weak – Rom 5:6-11, 5:15,17,20 

iii. The righteousness of the law did not come by the law – Rom 8:4, 9:31-33 
c. “had no glory” – in that it was weak, and could not do - Gal 4:9, Rom 8:4 
d. “that which remaineth is glorious” – The old is gone, the new remains 

i. For Israel – the old replaced with the new covenant 
ii. For all now – old passed away replaced with the new creature – 2Cor 5:17 

 
4. 3:12 – We Have a Much More Excellent Glory 

a. Paul’s plainness of speech about the law was due to a much more excellent glory 
b. There are more excellent things in the Bible – you must know them – Phil 1:9-10 

i. OT = man and God; NT = man with God’s help; Mystery = God doing it all 
c. The law was more excellent than not – Rom 2:17-18 
d. The new testament is a more excellent ministry – Heb 9:11-15, 10:9-14 

i. It was established upon better promises than the old –Heb 8:6 
e. Paul ministers a more excellent things (which affects Israel)  Gal 3:7, 4:21, Phi 3:8 
f. Some demanded law for credibility – Paul refuses – Gal 5:6-11; 6:12-14 


