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2 Corinthians 3:2-5 LESSON 11
 

The Sufficiency of God 
 
 
 

1. 3:1 – Letters of Commendation 
a. Commend ~def. to praise, represent as worthy of notice; commit; attest favorably 
b. “Do we begin again” – 1 Cor 1:17, 2:2-4, 3:10, 9:16-17, 15:1-10; Yes  2 Cor 4:1-2 
c. What follows is Paul’s commendation that he is not corrupting scripture – 2:17, 7:2 
d. They needed to verify true or false apostles – Acts 19:13-15, 2Co 11:13 
e. “need we, as some others, epistles...to you?” – Acts 15:22-34; 18:27; Phi 2:19-30; 2 Pet 3:15 
f. “letters... from you?” – as if they affirmed him 1Cor 14:36-37; 2Co 10:12,18, 12:11 

 
2. 3:2-3 – Paul’s Epistle of Commendation 

a. Probably his enemies, Judaizing teachers, upheld the law demanded such letters. 
b. If they want proof of Paul’s apostleship then look in a mirror – 1 Cor 9:1-5 
c. “written in our hearts”  Paul’s love for them – 2 Cor 12:14-15 
d. 3:2 - Why do they commend Paul? They are in Christ – 1 Cor 1:6, 9, 6:11 
e. “ministered by us” – he repeatedly reminds them he is their father – 1 Cor 4:15-17 
f. “not with ink” – How is it written? No scripture declares Christ theirs (save Paul) 

i. There is no covenant made with the Corinthians (Paul is not making one.) 
g. “with the Spirit” – They are Christ’s by the Spirit in them – 1Co 3:16, 12:13; 2Co 1:22 
h. “tables of stone” is where the law covenant to Israel was made. 
i. “fleshy tables of the heart” – What is written? (hint: not law) ... Christ in them. Ro 15:16 

i. What is written and whose heart it is upon differs from Jer 31:33-36 
ii. Paul’s ministry was not the letter or law of the NT, but of the spirit.  

 
3. 3:4-6 – The Sufficiency of God 

a. “such trust have we” – Paul trusts that they are Christ’s by the Spirit.  
i. Instead of proving himself, he proves Christ in them by grace & faith. 

ii. His “commendation letter” is based on God’s sufficiency to save 
b. Christians do not prove themselves, they trust and preach Christ - 1Co 2:2, 1:18-21 

i. Either Christ is sufficient, or he is not – Gal 2:21, Gal 5:4, 1Co 1:17, Col 2:9-10 
c. “through Christ to God-ward” - Thru Christ God-ward (grace is opposite Eph 3:2) 
d. “to think any thing as of ourselves” – It is not his work or his ‘trust’ that saves them.  
e. Christ in them was not a result of Paul’s sufficiency, but God’s sufficient grace. 
f. The law was insufficient, we are insufficient, OT was insufficient, but God is.  
g. Paul is an able minister of the NT, because the OT was insufficient to save. 
h. Grace preaches the insufficiency of man, the law, Israel, covenants without Christ.  
i. The need for faith ministers the insufficiency of works – Rom 3:27-28, 9:31-32 
j. The need for Christ establishes the righteous law, even when man is not – Rom 3:31 
k. The NT is God’s sufficiency toward Israel to save by his Spirit and his righteousness 

– Rom 10:3, Eze 36:26, John 3:5, Jer 32:39, Acts 4:31-32, 1 John 3:24 
l. “not of the letter” – which letter of commendation? The one the Spirit pens – 2 Cor 3:3 

 


