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2 Corinthians 1:15-24 LESSON 04
 

Helpers of Your Joy 
 

1. 1:15-18 – Paul’s Mind in Coming 
a. “this confidence” – by God’s grace, their acknowledgment of him, his joy in that day 
b. “a second benefit” – not sanctification, Holy Ghost power, nor eradication of sin 

i. Christians give up on grace waiting for an experience, call, vision, unction 
ii. They benefit is by his coming to minister grace for their joy – Rom 1:10-12 

c. “pass by you...” – from Asia to Corinth to Macedonia and back (not what he did) 
d. “lightness” – Light words, levity, careless, flippant, inconsistent, insincere. 
e. “according to the flesh” – see 1:12 – the flesh seeks its own agenda, ulterior motives 

i. Ex. Church for the platform, youth group for fun, preach for the paycheck 
f. “yea yea, and nay nay” – Yes & no. Not meaning what he said. Dishonest, deceitful. 

i. See Matt 5:37, 15:19, and Jam 5:12 for definition. 1Cor 15:33 for the result. 
g. “as God is true” Rom 3:4 – Paul was accused of being one of the liars 

 
2. 1:18-20 – The Word of Christ 

a. “our word toward you” which was Jesus Christ; Let the Son of God be true  
b. “who was preached” – Paul “the deceiver” preached the Son of God as Truth 
c.  “in him was yea” – Yea = affirmed, true, stability, certainty, faithfulness   
d. The word of Christ is not insincere, fail, weak, careless, light, uncertain, unfulfilled 
e. “all the promises of God” – in Christ are made to be true – yes and amen.  
f. Amen = confirmed, established, verified, confidence, firm, truth, or trustworthy. 

i. Deu 27:26, Neh 8:6, Ps 89:52 – Paul preached Christ, the Amen – Rev 3:14 
ii. The Finisher – Heb 12:2, the Rock, the God of truth – Deu 32:4, Rev 22:13 

 
3. 1:21-24 – Helpers of Your Joy 

a. The confidence, certainty, conviction, truth they stand on is due to God in Christ.  
b. “stablisheth us with you” – They are united together in Christ – 1 Cor 1:9-10, 15:58 

i. Who does this uniting, stablishing? The Holy Spirit (God) Eph 4:3, 1Co 12:13 
ii. Man’s religious ideas create confirmation – true confirmation is God’s 

iii. You in Christ (“anointed”) permanently set apart/chosen – Eph 1:4, 1Co 1:30 
c. “sealed us” – are you saved or not? It is not yes or no, but in Christ, yes.  

i. Seal = a guarantee in the mail, and a mark of ownership, confidently secure 
ii. The sealing of the Spirit (Eph 1:13) upon belief of the gospel – 2 Cor 5:4-5 

d. “I call God for a record” – God knows, and Paul’s rejoice is his walk in simple truth. 
e. “to spare you I came not” – Spare them what? Further rebuke, shame, guilt, etc.  

i. Sparing them was an act of love, faith, grace, and desire for their joy.   
ii. You see him holding back by writing - 1 Cor 4:21, 9:12, 2 Cor 13:10 

f. “dominion over your faith” – Not an excuse to believe anything you want 
g. “helpers of your joy” – When they find confidence in Christ, glory in God’s grace 

i. Joy is in removing sin, false doctrine, accusation, flesh, lies, error – Phi 2:2 
h. “by faith ye stand” – There is no authority over them but Christ. Ministry is not 

tearing others down, but building them up in Christ and by his grace.  


