
WITHOUT FAITH
WHY MUST WE BELIEVE TO BE SAVED

“But without faith it is impossible to please him:
for he that cometh to God must believe that he is,

and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”

~ Hebrews 11:6

1. The Faith Problem
a. Universalism’s rhetoric is powerful to all with a heart for the lost.

i. The problem presented is not ‘wrong faith’, but ‘why faith’ - Rom 10:17
b. People have died without faith, and will continue to - John 8:21-24
c. If faith is required to be saved, it is a problem for the faithless:

i. 1) who have not heard, 2) world, 3) universalists
d. Universalists claim faith, but allow the faithless world to be saved (now or later)

2. The Faith Requirement
a. Questioning basic truths can be effective rhetoric, denying basic truths is foolish.
b. If you don’t believe you shall not be established - Isaiah 7:9, Ps 78:22
c. ‘God so loved the world that all will be saved’ is not what the verse says - John 3:16
d. “must believe… “  - Hebrews 11:6, Num 20:12, Heb 3:18-4:6
e. Faith is a precondition to salvation - Heb 10:38-39, Rom 1:17
f. If ye believe not … ye shall die in your sins - John 6:36, 8:21-24
g. What must I do to be saved? Paul: Believe. Unis: nothing/wait. Acts 16:30-31
h. Salvation by grace through faith - Eph 2:8-9, 2 Tim 3:15
i. “through faith in his blood” - Rom 3:25, 1 John 2:2
j. That believing ye might have life - John 20:31, 1 John 5:11-13
k. Israel did not attain to life and righteousness without it - Rom 9:30-31, 10:11
l. You must believe it to receive it - Acts 10:43, Acts 13:39
m. Salvation is the end of faith - 1 Pet 1:5, 1:9, 1:20-21
n. According to the Bible, faith is required for salvation.

3. Why Faith is Necessary
a. Can’t God save without faith? If that were true, then the Bible would not be.
b. Faith is necessary:

i. To please God - Heb 11:6, 1 Cor 1:21
ii. For free will - If it exists, then how can God guarantee all will respond?

1. It is not necessary that all be saved, but that all the saved have faith.
iii. To explain life now - 2 Cor 5:7, Gal 3:24-25
iv. For the righteousness of God - Rom 1:17, 3:3, 21-22, 10:3-6
v. For glorifying God and gratitude - Rom 1:20-21, 4:20
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vi. For God’s grace, and access to it - Rom 4:15, 5:1-2
vii. For the preaching of the cross to retain its power - 1 Cor 1:18,1:21,15:2, 17

1. If it fails to engender faith how is it the power of God to save?
viii. To be in Christ, or Christ in you - Eph 3:17, 4:13, Gal 5:6

c. Faith is necessary for salvation because Christ is necessary for salvation.
d. Universalism dismisses faith as being unnecessary or what will forced upon you.

4. Without Faith
a. What happens if we remove faith as necessary either forever or in this life
b. “It is impossible to please God” - Heb 11:6
c. We cannot come to God, and he won’t come to you - Acts 2:38, Eph 1:13, Gal 3:2
d. We cannot be children of God - Gal 3:26, Deu 32:20
e. We cannot come to a knowledge of the truth - 1 Tim 2:4, 2 Tim 3:7-8
f. We are wicked reprobates - 2 Thess 3:2, 2 Cor 13:5, Luke 9:41
g. We cannot shield against the darts of the wicked - Eph 6:16
h. We are delivered unto Satan - 1 Tim 1:19-20
i. We will be damned to hell - 2 Thess 2:12
j. Universalism damns people to hell by dismissing or delaying faith
k. God appeals for men to believe now, never accepts unbelief or belief later.
l. Grace teaches to trust Christ, and him alone, Universalists say it is not required.


