
WHAT SINNERS DESERVE
A STUDY OF SIN AND ITS CONSEQUENCES or DOES ANYONE DESERVE HELL?

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

~ Romans 5:8

1. Sin and God’s Holiness
a. The universalist has a problem with hell as a final consequence.
b. The root of hell and therefore the root of the universalist problem is sin - Rom 5:12
c. The ‘love is everything’ doctrine bypasses sin and its consequences (∴ universalism)
d. ‘We are to preach good news, not condemnation!’ … but first  Rom 1-3
e. The natural response to sin exposure is conscience of God - Rom 2:15, Eph 5:13
f. Sin is not defined as what is contrary to you, but what is contrary to God.
g. Knowledge of sin and knowledge of God’s holiness: same coin - Heb 7:26, Rom 3:20
h. People do not think they deserve hell, because it is unfair, and their sin is little.
i. God is the Judge (of sin) is he unrighteous? Job 40:8, Rom 3:5

2. What Sin Deserves
a. You don’t have to be a Calvinist (Jon Edwards) to know God is angry at sin

i. Revivals a result of first acknowledging their own unworthiness of God’s love
ii. He loves us because he is worthy, not ‘He loves because we are worthy’

b. Deserve ~def. To merit; to earn; to have a right claim; to be worthy of.
i. As the righteous most Holy Judge - God determines what is deserved

c. Warning about justice: no one deserves (not right to have) to bear another’s sin
i. You get what you deserve from God, not from unrighteous men.

d. Sin deserves death, destruction - Gen 2:17, Isa 1:28, 13:9, Eze 18:4, 20, Rom 1:32,
e. Death a just result of sin - Rom 5:12, 6:23
f. Sin is never good. It is not helpful to God’s cause - (universalist claim) - Rom 3:5-8
g. Sin does deserve eternal life = sin deserves eternal damnation (condemnation)
h. Grace = getting what we don’t deserve. Hell = getting what we do - Matt 10:28
i. Each day of life from God is ‘better than we deserve’ - no sin is justified

3. We Are All Sinners
a. “any loving father would want their children to be loved not worthless” - Rom 5:8
b. We are not all God’s children - Gen 1:27 but then Rom 5:12
c. “Children of devil, disobedience, darkness, wrath, flesh, wicked one, hell” - Mt 23:15
d. Universalism is God’s grace detached from sin and its consequences, i.e. entitlement
e. We are all sinners (w/o Christ) - abhorrent Job 42:6, wretched Rom 7:24, Eph 2:2-3
f. God punished less than their iniquities deserved - Ezra 9:7-8, 13-14
g. Jesus came to call sinners to repent - Luke 5:32
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h. God is not obligated to save us - Job 35:6-8; None of us deserve to be saved.
i. Man is without excuse - Rom 1:20-32, 3:4, 3:9-10, 19 - all are guilty
j. Entitlement corrupts our sense of justice and judgment. God corrects it.

4. All Sinners Deserve Hell
a. Sinners deserves death and hell. We are all sinners. ∴ we all deserve hell.
b. Hell is justified as the deserving consequence of sin - God is holy, every man a liar.

i. Hell and destruction are before the Lord - Prov 15:11
c. Grace is amazing because it “saved a wretch like me” - Rom 5:20

i. If sin were a small thing, then grace would also be small. Sin is terrible.
d. God’s love does not ignore/diminish sin - Christ died for it.

i. His death was not just an act of love, it was necessary due to sin.
e. Rom 5:8 has the force of love because “we were yet sinners”
f. Grace and love are not magnified by watering down sin or its consequences.
g. No matter what you think about hell, the Bible clearly teaches all sinners deserve it.
h. Salvation is for sinners who deserve hell - Rom 4:5
i. To be saved by God’s grace we must acknowledge sin and its consequences.


