
 PRESSING ON IN 2023
A MINISTRY REVIEW

“Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord,
that thou fulfil it.”

~ Colossians 4:17

1. Our Job Evaluation
a. This lesson is repetitive because evaluation is a process that needs repeated.
b. Health, car tires, budget are regularly checked to prevent disaster, why not church?
c. Our standard of evaluation not found in ‘church growth’ books or ‘top churches’ lists

i. Numbers increased in every way online (but that is not the whole story)
ii. To know what needs evaluating you need to know the function – 1 Tim 3:15
iii. We do keep track, budget, schedule, plan, but our purpose is truth.

d. Our duty: be the pillar and ground of truth – our evaluation concerns belief. (books)

2. Checking the Pillars and Foundation
a. This is not new. Repetition is a good teacher (repeat/foundation lessons)

i. New people, new ministries, growth, problems/heresies, growth, good things.
b. The Bible is the word of God – it is our final authority – 2 Tim 3:16 (series)

i. We encouraged faith in the word of God in your hands.
c. The Lord Jesus Christ is God manifest in the flesh – 1 Tim 3:16 (Jesus lessons)

i. Belief in who he is and what he did and why is necessary for salvation.
ii. Christ will reappear, reign, and judge the quick and dead – 2 Tim 4:1

d. He returned to the apostle Paul to reveal the mystery of his will and dispense grace
i. We teach mid-Acts Pauline dispensational right division (charts, remnant)
ii. The “God” dilemma is only because people never explore what he is doing
iii. The world has rejected God/Christ (Satan lessons/mental illness)

e. We are told to press toward a mark which is glory – Phi 3:13-14
i. Be followers of me – Phi 3:17 (discipleship, struggle, assurance, faithful)
ii. Our conversation is not here, but in heaven – Phi 3:21 (trivial pursuits)
iii. It is required of ambassadors that we preach the word – 2 Tim 4:2

3. What Works, What Doesn’t
a. We trust the word to work in you, not programs (mothers, fathers, children)

i. The word produces a changed priority for Christ’s sake – Phi 3:8-11
ii. Priority given to Christ the head of you, then your marriage, home, ministry

b. The word of God is not bound – 2 Tim 2:9 – it is not the problem, we are.
i. People will not believe, keep, hold, remain faithful to the truth.
ii. People choose personal preference, over personal service.
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iii. Paul warns of believers turning from truth – Phi 3:2, 2 Tim 4:3-4
iv. We guard against error: ignorant sinner Jesus needing faith, universalism
v. We abstain from cultural, pagan, beggarly compromise (WDJD, Bible rules)

c. The difference between “it works” and “it does not work” is faith – 1 Thess 2:13
i. How strong is the pillar? How firm is the foundation?
ii. We are looking to create faithful workmen not friends – 1 Cor 4:2, 2 Tim 2:2
iii. Soldiers on the battlefield become brothers, but they were first soldiers.
iv. Fair ministry, college booth, days of ministry in 2022, eating, greeting, visits.

d. 2 Tim 4:7 - Paul’s course was over, he kept the faith – ours is not yet finished.


