
THE ONLY IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
AND WHY IT MATTERS ON THIS DAY

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

~ 2 Corinthians 5:21

1. The Immaculate Confusion
a. Immaculate ~def. Spotless; pure; unstained; undefiled; without blemish (or sin)

i. Webster adds - The conception of our Savior by the virgin Mary.
b. There was only one. (hint: it was not declared dogma on December 8th, 1854)

i. Mary called Queen of Heaven, Mother of God, Ever Virgin, New Eve, Ark of
the New Covenant, Spouse of Holy Spirit

c. The four (five?) Marian doctrines are all 1) absent from Bible, 2) belong to Christ
i. Mary, Mother of God (Christ is magnified by this, not Mary – Lk 1:46)
ii. Immaculate conception (describes Christ’s conception, not Mary’s)
iii. Perpetual virginity (Christ’s purity due to deity -Col 2:9, 1Ti 3:16, 2Co 5:21)
iv. Assumption of Mary (“no corruption” Ps 16:10 applies to Christ, not Mary)
v. Co-mediatrix (Only one mediator tempted yet w/o sin –1Ti 2:4, Heb 4:15)
vi. Co-redemptrix – Intercession/suffering – (Heb 7:25, 1 Pet 2:22, 1 John 2:1)

2. Mary’s Maculate Conception
a. The firstborn human was conceived in sin – Gen 4:1, Psalm 51:5, Rom 3:23
b. Death passed on all men – only the obedience of one makes right – Rom 5:12-19
c. Mary found grace to conceive in her womb (not sinlessness) – Lk 1:28-31
d. Mary is the handmaid of the Lord (not queen/mediator/honored) – Lk 1:38
e. Mary blessed “among women” due to the fruit of her womb – Lk 1:42
f. Mary needed a Saviour and mercy – Lk 1:47, 50, she was of a low estate – Lk 1:48
g. “henceforth” – due to conceiving Jesus not her own – Lk 1:48
h. Mary knows what the promises to Israel (but not the mystery fellowship) – 1:54-55
i. The angels did not venerate her (they blessed her), the shepherds praised God, the

wise men worshipped the child (with no mention of attention to Mary)
j. She observed days of purification – Luke 2:22 and made sacrifices – 2:24
k. Simeon & Anna spoke of Jesus and not “immaculate” Mary – Lk 2:25-38
l. Jesus responds to someone blessing Mary with what was greater – Luke 11:27-28

3. Virgin to Wife
a. She was a virgin with her Holy Ghost child immaculately conceived - Matt 1:18
b. Joseph told to take her to thy wife, married her, and knew her – Matt 1:20, 24-25
c. The marriage bed is undefiled – Heb 13:4 and a responsibility 1Co 7:3-5, Exo 21:10
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d. There is no indication the birth was anything but natural. Luke 2:6
e. Jesus is called her firstborn son – Luke 2:7
f. Brothers and sisters – Mt 12:46-50,13:53-57, Lk 8:19, Jn 7:1-10, Ac 1:14, Ga 1:19
g. Matthew and Luke speak of her virginity only before Christ’s birth.

4. Why A Virgin Conceived
a. It fulfills the prophecy of the “seed of the woman” – Gen 3:15, Gal 4:4
b. It fulfills the sign God gave to Israel – Isa 7:14 & Mt 1:23
c. It avoids the curse God put on Coniah’s children – Jer 22:30 cf. Mt 1:11
d. It fulfills the law of the firstborn – Num 3:13, Exo 13:2, Lk 2:23
e. It lets the word of God be true – Mat 1:16, 18, Luke 1:27, 2:33, 3:23
f. So that what was conceived would be holy, immaculate, of God – Lk 1:35, Mt 1:20
g. Sin was not avoided by Mary’s holiness, but by God’s begetting – Jn 1:14, 18, 3:16

5. Why It Matters Today
a. More important than his mother/birth was His person and finished work.
b. Things described more in Scripture than the birth (2x) (or the Mother)

i. John’s baptism; feeding thousands; Peter’s profession; Jerusalem entry
Hosanna!; the night he was betrayed; His death, burial, and resurrection

c. To see how much people revere a day, try changing the date
d. The birthday can be calculated: Abia’s course + 6 + 9 mo. – 1Chr 24:10, Lk 1:5, 26
e. His natural birth in late September means the only immaculate conception was …


