
WHAT DID JESUS DO 
A BIBLICAL ANSWER TO A MORE IMPORTANT QUESTION  

 
 
 

“Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have 
known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.” 

 
~ 2 Corinthians 5:16 

 
 

1. Ideas Have Consequences 
a. 17th c. – Scientific revolution, postmillennialism 
b. 19th c. – Industrial revolution, communism/socialism 

i. Social Gospel, Christian socialism, Linotype machines (daily newspapers) 
c. 1896 – Charles Sheldon - In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do? (>50 million print) 
d. 20th c. – Scopes trial, modernist v. Fundamentalist – neo-evangelical concession, LBJ 

i. 1990s resurgence of WWJD book, bracelets, nothing new under the sun 
 

2. The Problem with WWJD 
a. When asking ‘What Would Jesus Do?’, how do you know? 

i. Jesus filtered and fashioned – kind, mild, loves all, never say no, social rebel 
ii. “Like an average man, only different”, Jesus is Here 

b. Focus on the four gospels of Jesus ministry to Israel – poor, sick, marginalized 
c. Nothing about you (Body of Christ) in these historical accounts – Rom 15:8 
d. It misses the gospel revealed to Paul later – 1 Cor 9:17, 1 Tim 1:11-16 
e. “What would’” imagines there is no Bible – ‘What did Jesus do’ brings the focus back 

 
3. What Jesus Did You Can’t Do 

a. He came to fulfill all righteousness – Matt 3:14-15, 5:17, John 3:13, 13:36 
b. He was baptized twice, both without sin – Luke 12:50 
c. Wonder bread John 6:13, walked on water 6:19 - resurrected the dead - John 11:43  
d. He forgave men their sins – Mark 2:7, John 20:23 – and died for their sins 1Co 15:3 
e. You can’t do what Jesus did.  

 
4. What None Dare to Do 

a. He came to cause division – Luke 12:51, 12:32 
b. He sold all and taught others to do so – Matt 19:21 
c. He drove men out of the temple with cords – John 2:15 
d. He warned people about hell – John 5:29, Matt 23:33, 25:46, John 8:44 
e. Excluded some “Go not” Matt 10:5, “dogs” 15:26, “of the Jews” John 4:22 
f. You wouldn’t do what Jesus did.  
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5. Jesus, Lover of the Law 
a. He was born under the law (circumcision/sacrifices) – Gal 4:4, Luke 2:21-27 
b. He taught and kept the law of Moses – Matt 5:7-18, 8:4, 23:1-2 
c. He taught legal sacrifices, tithing, sabbath, and offering incense - Matt 23:23 
d. The moral teachings of Jesus were the proper application of God’s law. 
e. Conditional forgiveness – Matt 6:12-14 
f. Eternal life from law obedience – Mark 10:17-19 
g. You shouldn’t do what Jesus did under the law.  

 
6. What Jesus Did After MMLJ 

a. He sent the Holy Ghost at Pentecost to cause men to speak in tongues – Acts 2:4 
b. He appeared to the apostle Paul to dispense the grace of God – Rom 15:16, 16:25 

i. The gospel of grace is not the gospel of the kingdom.  
ii. The gospel of grace b/c what Christ did acc. to mystery Eph 3:2, 1Tim 1:16 

c. What would Jesus do today?  Have us tell people about what he did – 2 Cor 5:16-20 
i. He would tell you to heed the scripture he gave to the apostle Paul.  

 
 


