
GOD’S WORDS ARE PROFITABLE 
THE DOCTRINE OF UTILIZATION 

 
 
 

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:” 

 
~ 2 Timothy 3:16 

 
1. The Doctrine of Utilization 

a. God wrote a book (inspiration) to be understood (illumination).  
b. God wrote a book to be used (utilization). 
c. It is necessary to understand the Bible, because God requires it to be used. 

i. Preach it, teach it, prove it, study it, eat it, believe it, live by it, obey it.  
d. Profitable ~def. Useful; advantageous; beneficial; gainful. 2 Tim 3:16 
e. Doctrine of Utilization ~def. The intended, required, and regular use of scripture 

i. “The need to use the words of God in the details of our daily lives” 
ii. i.e., purpose of scripture, necessity of scripture, application of scripture. 

 
2. Four Categories of Profit 

a. Doctrine= teachings; reproof= blame; correction= right wrongs; instruct= direct 
i. Soldier: how to shoot, shooting wrong, shot adjustment, mission ready 

b. Mindless Bible reading is unprofitable – it must be heard and acted upon. 
c. Faithless Bible reading is unprofitable – 1 Thess 2:13, Rom 10:17, 1 Cor 2:14 
d. Profit is from “all scripture”, not only Paul’s epistles. 
e. 2 Timothy chapters: 1-doctrine, 2- reproof, 3-correction, 4-instruction 

 
3. Profitable for Doctrine 

a. To know and believe in the Son of God, the Truth of God - John 6:68, 20:31 
b. Written for our learning, growth, hope - Rom 15:4, 1 Pet 2:2 
c. Salvation cannot be known without scripture – Rom 10:13-15, 2 Tim 3:15, 4:2 
d. The grace of God, unsearchable riches of Christ among Gentiles – Eph 1:13, 3:8 

 
4. Profitable for Reproof 

a. Conviction of sin, repentance, an authority of judgment – Rom 3:4, 3:20 
b. Judgment of right/wrong/sin/service – Jn 12:48, Rom 14:10, 1Co 3:10, 2Tim 4:1 
c. We need greater discernment/judgment – Heb 5:12-14, Phi 1:9-10 
d. Happened to them… written for our admonition - 1 Cor 10:11 
e. How can we know if we are rightly or wrongly dividing w/o words – 2Ti 2:14-15 

 
5. Profitable for Correction 

a. Righting wrongs. Forgiveness, justification, reconciliation – 2 Cor 5:19-20 
b. Getting back on track is different than laying track – “keep going” doesn’t work 

 
6. Profitable for Instruction in Righteousness 

a. God’s commands – His will – Ps 119, 1 Th 5:18, Eph 5:17, 1 Tim 2:4, Eph 3:9 
b. Our walk in righteousness (newness of life) – Rom 6:4, Gal 2:20, Titus 3:5-8 
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c. Faithfulness requires the words of God – 2 Tim 3:17, 4:3, 1 Cor 4:1-2 
 

7. Scripture is Profitable 
a. Written for the generation to come – Psalm 102:18, Deu 31:19, 2 Tim 3:17 
b. Profit of scripture is an embarrassment to the world’s “wise” men because it was 

inspired so long ago when men were considered not as wise as they are today. 
i. The irrelevance of it to the church is their own embarrassment.  

c. God’s words must be written to be used.  
d. God’s words must be believed to be used.  
e. God’s words must be used to know God, sin, salvation. 
f. God’s words must be used to judge righteous judgment.  
g. God’s words must be used to right wrongs, fix problems, grace. 
h. God’s words must be used to know what God wants, how we should do it.  
i. God’s words must be used. 


