
GOD MOVED MEN TO WRITE  
THE BIBLE DOCTRINE OF INSPIRATION PART II 

 
 

“…holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
 

~ 2 Peter 1:21 
 

1. All Scripture is Given by Inspiration 
a. God speaks (revelation) through men (prophets) to write (inspiration) 
b. The product is God’s written words, Holy Scripture, the Bible.  
c. “holy men” – set apart by belief and God’s inspiration, not their perfection 
d. 2 Peter 1:20-21 describes what happened when men wrote 

 
2. God Moved 

a. This is language familiar and vague, but appropriate concerning Scripture 
b. Acts 17:22-28 – “in him we live, and move, and have our being” 
c. Gen 2:7 – “breath of life” – what gives us movement (life, animal, spirit Ge 1:20) 

i. If God cannot move you, then you are dead – Gal 2:20 
ii. Faith is the will of man in agreement with the will of God – Heb 11:1-6 
iii. Belief is what allows the word of God to work in you - 1 Thess 2:13 

d. There are abundant books written by lifeless men – Ecc 12:12 
i. God moved the souls of men to speak and write acc. to his will.  

 
3. Why Men Wrote 

a. God was writing a book – 2 Tim 3:16, 2 Peter 1:21, 1 Pet 1:11, Rev 19:10 
i. But why were men writing? They never used the full Bible – Heb 11:39 

b. Sometimes God told them to – Isa 8:1-2, 30:8, Jer 30:2, 36:2, Hab 2:2, Rev 1:11 
c. As a memorial – Exo 17:14, Psa 90, (Adam, Noah, Shem, Torah, Isaac, Ishamel) 
d. Census, administrative, for governance – Numbers 1:1-2 
e. To learn the material, for accountability, teach children – Deu 17:18, 11:19-20  
f. Genealogy – to maintain the purity of priesthood – Ezra 2:62 
g. To chronicle history – 1 Chronicles 9:1, 2 Chronicles 36:22-23 
h. Job wanted a book to justify in his sayings – Job 19:7-29 

i. To understand God’s answer to his plight – Job 31:33-36 
i. As a testimony to the earth, a record of guilt, evidence – Jer 22:29-30, 23:15-21 
j. To give strength to their testimony – Jer 23:28-29, Ezekiel 1:8-9 
k. To cry out to God, request, appeal – Hab 1:2; record the answer to ‘How long?’ 
l. To remember – Psalm 38:1, John 14:26, 2:22, 12:16, 16:4, 2 Pet 3:1 
m. To praise God – Ps 100:1, 150; Psalms, hymns, spiritual songs – Col 3:16 
n. For creative expression, beauty, music, love – Song 1:1 
o. To declare what is “surely believed among us” – Luke 1:1-4 
p. To fulfill the word of God – Matt 1:22, 5:17, Col 1:25 
q. To prove belief - ‘that ye might believe … and have life’ – John 20:31 
r. To encourage, exhort, rebuke, correct, teach, assure – Heb 13:22, 1 John 5:13 
s. To impart spiritual gift to be established – Rom 1:11 
t. They were writing a book but did not know what it would be. 1 Cor 10:11 
u. They wrote out of a desire to do the will of God. The result was 2 Pet 1:20-21 

October 2nd, 2022 


