
DISCIPLESHIP CONFUSION 
WHAT IS IT? HOW TO DO IT? DO WE NEED MORE? 

 
  
 

“Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 
 

~ 2 Timothy 3:7 
 

1. The Modern Mission 
a. ‘Discipleship’ is a mainstay of the contemporary church … confusion 
b. Following Jesus, personal relationship, Great commission, and make disciples 
c. Extreme example = Disciples of Christ – restorationist - “no creed but Jesus” 

i. Faith is personal conviction, freedom of belief (except confess Jesus, baptism) 
ii. They are LGBT+, antiracist, and ecumenical – WCC, PCPCU, CCT, NCC 

d. What is discipleship? Disciple-making? Are you discipled? Are we making disciples? 
e. Disciple ~def. A learner, follower, adherent, to the doctrines of a teacher.  
f. Church def.– obedience, commitment, live like, imitate Jesus, become more Christlike 

 
2. The Bible Connection 

a. The word ‘disciple’ appears >250x, all before the epistles (all in MMLJ & Acts) 
b. Jesus made disciples, ‘follow me’ - Matt 4:19, John 4:1 

i. So did John (Mk 2:18), Pharisees, Moses (John 9:28-29), Isaiah (Isa 8:16) 
ii. Secret disciples Jn 19:38, devilish John 12:4, 6:70-71, unbelieving 6:64-66 
iii. Twelve apostles also called disciples – Matt 10:1, 22:11, John 11:16 

c. Discipleship requirements: Continue in my word John 8:31-32; Love one another – 
John 13:34-35; Bear much fruit – John 15:8, take up your cross – Mk 8:34-38 

i. Hate his father, mother, wife, life (give all he has) – Luke 14:26-35 
 

3. The Mess and Confusion 
a. Is Matthew 28:19-20 our commission? Is it an evangelism passage? 
b. “to make disciples” is not in the KJ Bible which says “teach all nations” - Matt 28:19 
c. If discipleship is salvation, then it puts the gospel back in MMLJ and adds works 
d. If discipleship is maturity/growth, then the MMLJ pattern precedes revealed mystery 
e. If your pattern is not in MMLJ, then there is no description of ‘discipleship’ for you.  
f. Doctrine matters for discipleship – but which doctrine? Our stablishment in Romans. 

 
4. To Make Men See 

a. You should not be a disciple from MMLJ, but if not, then where is the description? 
b. Following Jesus (MMLJ Matt 4:19) … now trust the cross of Christ (1 Cor 2:2) 
c. Personal relationship … now understand it is by grace not by works. Eph 2:8-9 
d. Great commission … now come to know the truth, new creature 1Ti 2:4, 2Co 5,Ro 16 
e. No creed but Jesus … now all scripture is profitable, rightly divided – 2 Tim 2:15,3:16 
f. We are not looking for a spiritual sage, guru, rabbi, but looking at the word of God. 
g. We need more people edified, established, evangelizing; but 2 Tim 2:2 requires 2:15 
h. Paul warns of wolves taking disciples – commends the word of God – Acts 20:30-32 
i. Modern discipleship fails to rightly divide, works-oriented, waters down gospel 
j. Instead of making disciples we are told to make all men see 
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