
THE FOUNDATION OF GOD 
A STUDY OF THE STONE AND THE BUILDERS 

 
  
 

“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,  
which is Jesus Christ.” 

 
~ 1 Corinthians 3:10 

 
 

1. The Sure Foundation 
a. Take heed how you build upon the foundation - 1 Cor 3:9 
b. In 2 Timothy 2 Paul is preparing faithful builders – 2 Tim 2:1-7 
c. Poor workmanship in rightly dividing the words results in:  

i. “subverting the hearers” – 2:14 
ii. “increase unto more ungodliness” – 2:16 
iii. “words will eat as doth a canker” – 2:17 
iv. “overthrow the faith of some” – 2:18 

d. 2:19 – Nevertheless, the foundation of God standeth sure.  
i. The foundation of God is “the faith” that comes with Christ – Rom 10:4-6 
ii. The faith of God vs. the law of God – Rom 3:3, 4:16, 14:1, Ga 1:23, 3:22-25, 

Eph 4:13, 1 Tim 1:2, 3:9, 4:1, 5:8, 6:10; 2 Tim 3:8, 4:7 
e. None of the faithful men in 2 Tim 2 laid the foundation. Where did it come from? 

  
2. The Corner Stone Prophecies 

a. I lay in Zion a foundation, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation – Isa 28:16 
b. The stone will be a stumbling and an offence to both houses of Israel – Isa 8:14-15 
c. The stone which the builders refused is become the corner stone - Psalm 118:22-23 
d. An everlasting stone breaking in pieces other kingdoms – Dan 2:34-35, 44-45 
e. Jesus Christ is the chief corner stone – Matt 21:42-44, 1 Pet 2:6-8, Rom 9:31-33 

 
3. The Mystery of Christ 

a. There is something of Christ kept secret since the world began – Rom 16:25  
b. Christ acc. to prophecy  a stone, a kingdom, a stumbling and rise of Israel.  
c. Christ acc. to mystery  a head, body, glory of grace/cross, among Gentiles -Eph 3:4 
d. Christ the foundation acc to a prophesied kingdom - Matt 16:18 and Rev 21:14 
e. Peter knew the Rock, but did not know why he should die – Matt 16:22-23, Lk 18:34 
f. Christ crucified the foundation acc. to the mystery - 1Cor 2:2, Rom 2:16, 15:15-20 

 
4. Who Laid the Foundation 

a. Paul laid the foundation as a master builder – 1 Cor 3:10, 2 Tim 2:7-8 
b. Christ: the only foundation – 1 Cor 3:11, 15:11  
c. Christ: the unity of prophecy/mystery in him – Eph 1:9-10, Gal 2:8 
d. The foundation of the apostles and prophets = Christ - Eph 2:20 
e. Foundations are set to align in two ways – Acts 3:21 v. Rom 16:25 
f. Building without the mystery revealed, will lead to poor workmanship - 2Pet 3:15-16 
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8 Things to Remember about Ephesians 2:20 
 
1. These are new apostles and prophets. These need not be the OT prophets. 
2. There are apostles and prophets in the mystery body of Christ, too.  
3. The only foundation any one can lay is Jesus Christ - 1 Cor 3:11.  
4. The mystery was witnessed by the law and the prophets. Rom 3:21, Rom 1:1-5.  
5. The first things of the Hebrew message was faith and repentance – Heb 6:1. The first things of 
Paul’s message was faith and repentance– Acts 20:21. The difference was the content of faith.  
6. How people build is different than where they build. Paul laid Christ according to the mystery, 
Peter built upon Christ according to prophecy.  
7. Your access to the household of God is due to you being in His body not in Israel/covenants/law. 
8. There is unity with prophecy and mystery in Christ, the Son of God - Eph 1:10-11.  

 
 


