
A FATHER’S RESPONSIBILITY 
CHARACTERISTICS OF GODLY FATHERS 

 
  
 

“As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you,  
as a father doth his children,” 

 
~ 1 Thessalonians 2:11 

 
1. Fatherhood 

a. God created male and female in his image to “have dominion” - Gen 1:27 
b. Man ~def. Adult male human; mankind; Adam. (All husbands and fathers are men) 

i. The first formed, pattern, progenitor of all men and women– Gen 2:7, 23 
c. Father ~def. A male parent; a man who holds first responsibility for a creation. 

i. Responsibility ~def. Being accountable; ability in response to a trust. Gen 3:9 
ii. Woman, marriage, children, garden by one man -Gen 1:28,2:15,5:2;Rom 5:12 
iii. The instruction to “bring up” children is to fathers – Eph 6:4 

d. God made fatherhood with godly characteristics for us all to learn 
e. Paul patterned traits of a godly father (without biological children) – 1 Th 2:11-12 

 
2. Father’s Exhortation 

a. Exhort ~def.  To encourage, motivate, urge, incite to do what you should  
b. Fatherhood is more than passing on instruction; it’s establishing conviction, desire  
c. All of Paul’s epistles were written from a father’s heart - Rom 1:11, 12:1, 14:5, 15:23 
d. Like a father, he preached truth unashamedly – Rom 1:15-16, 2 Tim 1:12, 2:15 
e. Like a father, he warns (saved) people of their error – 1 Cor 4:14-15 
f. When his children go off the rails, he rebukes, and exhorts - 1 Cor 4:21, 1 Th 2:3 

 
3. Father’s Comfort 

a. When we are weak, we compromise with error; a father comforts –1Th 5:14 
b. Comfort ~def.  To strengthen, stablish, build up, invigorate.  
c. Godly comfort is not ‘give up’, but strength to do right – 2 Cor 1:4-7, Col 2:2-3 
d. Amid difficulty, opposition, error; Paul gives strength to stand – Col 2:8, 2:16 
e. Like a father, Paul turns potential cowardice into courage – Rom 5:3-4 
f. Fathers have been their first, and show from experience – Phi 4:11-13, 1 Th 2:2 

 
4. Father’s Charge 

a. Fathers know there will be trouble, and still give a bold charge – Eph 6:19 
b. Paul gave the right charge to Timothy – 1 Tim 1:3, 1:18-19, 2 Tim 4:5 
c. Like a father, Paul passes on responsibility – 2 Tim 3:13-16, 1 Thess 2:4, 12 

 
5. A Fatherless Society 

a. Without the traits of good fathers, we lack conviction, courage, and duty.  
i. Exhortation is replaced by silent acquiescence 
ii. Comforting the afflicted is replaced by avoiding affliction 
iii. A fatherly charge is replaced by sacrificing truth for “peace and unity” 

b. We are told to follow the traits and mark godly fathers – 2 Tim 3:10-11, Phi 3:17 

June 19th, 2022 


