
TRIVIAL PURSUITS 

HOW TO DECIDE WHAT TO DO WITH YOUR LIFE 
 

 

  

“when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but 

became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.” 

 

~ Romans 1:21 

 
 

1. Important Decisions 
a. Whether you’re graduating, at a crossroads, or on track, you face important decisions 
b. They are important because “only one life, t’will soon be past” ~CT Studd 
c. What to do? What to pursue? How to find a job? a spouse? What is most valuable? 
d. We’re told: “do something extraordinary, meaningful, important, worth it, profitable” 

i. The opposite of this is trivial, vain, wasted life - no one wants that. 
ii. Trivial ~def. Unimportant, ordinary, of little worth (i.e worthless) 

e. How do we make these decisions without falling flat on our face? 
 

2. Imagining Vain Things 
a. Glory ~def. Bright, shining, magnificent; excellence; source of honor, praise, pride 
b. The Bible speaks of vain glory and vain imaginations - Gal 5:26, Rom 1:21, 1Jo 2:16 
c. Vain ~def. Empty; worthless; no substance, value, or importance. Desiring the trivial. 
d. There are things people want so much, they will believe/give anything to get it.  

i. Money - getting rich, financial independence, wealth - 1 Tim 6:5-10 
ii. Appearance - shape, youth, muscle, skin, teeth, hair, beauty - 2 Cor 5:12 
iii. Skills - music, singing, fame, competition, #1, be the best - 1 Cor 9:25 
iv. Love - desire, pleasure, to be loved by another - Song 8:7, 2 Tim 3:4 
v. Comfort - feels, experience, food, entertainment - Phi 3:19 
vi. Power - esteem, position, legacy, control - Eph 2:2, 6:12, Phi 3:7 

e. A world is full of people giving their life to vain things - 1 John 2:16-17, 1 Pet 1:24 
f. Wisdom ~def. Right use of knowledge; choice of praiseworthy ends and best means 
g. We need wisdom - Prov 2:2-4,4:5-7,16:16,23:23 

 
3. Wisdom of the World 

a. Beware the wisdom of the world - Col 2:8, 1 Cor 1:20-21, 3:19 
b. Where does the world find truth about what is most important, right, excellent? 

i. 1) Google search - biased to your history, surfing through a garbage heap.  
ii. 2) Circumstances - can be spinned however you want 
iii. 3) Science - can only tell us what we can observe, hypothesize (e.g. axiology) 
iv. 4) Feelings - they are like the ocean, not a reliable source of truth 
v. 5) Reason - “I can figure out the puzzle”, but do you have all the pieces? 
vi. 6) Popularity - Influencers, clicks (e.g baby goats, baby tv), celebrities 
vii. 7) Experts - doctors, academics, seminary grads,  
viii. 8) Wealth, influence, power - Money, chance, control ≠truth, intelligence 

c. These are useful tools but are inadequate b/c they are no more glorious than man.  
d. We need the wisdom of God - 1 Cor 1:23-25, once a mystery - 1 Cor 2:7 
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4. Wisdom of God 

a. We need God’s wisdom, his truth, life, eternity - “only what’s done for Christ will last” 
b. Religion is not an old person’s game, it is a wise person’s pursuit of God.  
c. Live life on your own experience, knowledge, will and you’ll live it for yourself (vain) 
d. Living life “however I want” is how everyone else does: it becomes a trivial pursuit 
e. You know the will of God - 1 Tim 2:4, 1 Thess 4:3, 5:18, Eph 5:16 
f. Whatever you do - do it to the glory of God - 1 Cor 10:31, Col 3:13 
g. You know what God glories in today - Eph 1:6, Gal 6:14, Col 1:27 
h. First, your life is not your own - 1 Cor 6:19-20; Gal 2:20 
i. Pursue what is not trivial - be faithful to the will and word of God.  
j. Bible study is not an academic pursuit, but a pursuit of wisdom for life: 

i. Real life - deep, spiritual, meaningful, fulfilled, complete, content, abundant, 
strong, enriched, everlasting, good, righteous, peaceful, joyous life. 

 
 


