
COUNTING TO THREE 

COUNTING THE DAYS BEFORE CHRIST’S RESURRECTION 
 

 

  

“… how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was 

buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:” 

 

~ 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

 
 
 

1. Intro 
a. This week is “holy week” by those that make days holy (w/o scriptural warrant) 
b. It is supposedly not about spring, bunnies, eggs, ham, jellybeans, family; you decide. 
c. The gospel of grace is not found in Mt 21-28, Mk 11-16, Lk 19-24, Jn 12-21 
d. Our gospel is the mystery of Christ’s death/resurrection which was yet unknown. 
e. Still a mystery to many is how to count three days between good Fri-Sun 
f. Personal feelings, tradition, peer pressure, can prevent us from basic mental tasks…  

… like right division, reading, or counting to three. 
 

2. Biblical Holy Days 
a. Passover and feast of Unleavened bread - Exodus 12:1-12, Lev 23:5-8 
b. The waving sheaf of firstfruits - Lev 23:9-11 (cf Gen 1:9-13) 
c. The offerings had to be eaten that day and not on the third day - Lev 7:15, 19:6 
d. The Passover lambs had to be inspected and anointed before the sacrifice - Mt 26:1-8 
e. Jesus died on the day of preparation (Passover sacrifice) - John 19:14, 19:31, 19:42 
f. Mark 15:25 - They crucified him the third hour = 6am+3 = 9am 
g. Mark 15:33 - There was darkness the sixth hour = 9am + 3 = Noon 
h. Mark 15:34-37 - He died the ninth hour = Noon + 3 = 3pm death … what day? 
i. Popular third days - Gen 22:2-4 (Heb 11:19), Exo 19:11, 1 Cor 15:4, Hos 6:3 

 
3. How Long, O Lord? 

a. Tradition says he died on Friday and resurrected on Sunday… did he really? 
b. Good Friday fails most parameters, even with inclusive counting (“parts of days”) 
c. He was already risen on Sunday - no one saw it - Mark 16:2-3, John 20:1, Mt 28:1-6 
d. “three days and three nights” - The sign was a length of time - Mat 12:39-40 

i. Three days and three nights are specific - Jon 1:17, 1 Sam 30:12, Esther 4:16 
ii. “Are there not twelve hours in a day?” - John 11:9-10 

e. “in three days” - No more than 3 days (not 4 days) - John 2:19-21 
f. “after three days” - No less than 3 days - Mark 8:31, Matt 27:63 
g. “the third day” - Of the three, it was the third day - Mark 9:31 
h. “third day since” - Three days since “these things were done" - Luke 21:21 
i. Wednesday crucifixion does well on all counts without compromising literal reading. 

 
Reminder: none of these days did anyone preach the cross for salvation, know the 
mystery of Christ, the glorious gospel of the grace of God, or the disp. of grace. 
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