
 

 

HOPE, RIGHTLY DIVIDED 
Israel’s Hope Compared to Ours 

 

“Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us,  

and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, comfort  

your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.” – 2 Thess 2:16-17 

 

1. Biblical Hope 

a. Bible words are oft distorted by the world or wrong teaching: faith, charity, repentance, etc. 

b. Hope –  def. (vb or n) -  desire or confidence of a future good with the expectation of obtaining it  

c. Different than wish or desire alone (can  doubt, pain, anxiety); Hope  joy, peace, good cheer 

d. Hope can also refer to that which gives hope (God) – Ps 71:5, Jer 17:7, 1Tim 1:1 

e. Naturally, there is no hope with loss, sorrow, misery, & despair – Lam 3:1-20, Acts 27:20, 1Th 4:13 

f. Humans made to have hope & place it in many things. True hope only comes from God – Ro 15:13 

 

2. Hope for Israel 

a. David hoped in God & the word of God (prophecy) – Ps 78:7, 119:49,81,114; 2Pet 1:19-21 

b. Resurrection & Eternal life –Job 19:25-26, Heb 11:19, Acts 23:6, 24:14-15, 26:6-8, 28:20 

c. Messiah to come – Zech 9:9, Dan 9:25-26, Rev 19:10, John 5:39, Rom 15:8 

d. Israel hoped to be God’s glory on earth – Isa 46:13, Hag 2:7-9 

e. Israel hoped to rule in their land forever – Jer 31:17, Dan 2:44, Ps 37:29, 85:9, 132:11-16 

f. Deliverance from physical circumstances – Deut 20:3-4, Ps 119:170, Isa 33:2, Deut ch. 30 

g. Israel’s hope was for a better (new) testament – Heb 7:19-22, 8:6; Ezk 37:26 

h. Israel needed born again to have hope of salvation to come – 1Pet1:3-5, 13 (Mt 6:10), Acts 3:19-21 

i. Maintaining hope was required of Israel to receive the promises – Ps 33:18, Heb 3:6, 6:11; 1Jo 3:3 

j. When God was respecting Israel, the Gentiles did not have hope from God – John 4:22, Eph 2:12 

 

3. Hope for the Body of Christ 

a. We, like Israel, also have hope in the Lord (1Ti 1:1), in the scriptures (Rom 15:4), in resurrection 

(1Th 4:13), of eternal life (Ti 1:2, 3:7), in seeing the Lord (Ti 2:13).     But unlike Israel… 

b. The gospel of the grace of God gives us hope – Col 1:23, 1Th 5:8 

c. Our calling is our hope – Eph 1:18, 4:4 (called into the grace of Christ, to be saints, sons of God, 

members of His one body, according to His purpose, unto peace, liberty, holiness, & glory) 

i. God’s glory in us – Rom 5:2, 8:18; Col 1:27, 3:4; 1Cor 2:7; 1Thes 2:12; 2Thes 2:14 

d. Our hope is heavenly, not in the circumstances around us – Col 1:5, 1Cor 15:19 

e. Our hope is seeing others saved & coming to the knowledge of the truth – 1Thes 2:19 

f. We rejoice in hope (Ro 5:2, 12:12), are saved by hope (Ro 8:24), can abound in hope (Rom 15:13) 

g. Hope makes us not ashamed b/c it gives the right perspective -- Rom 5:5, Phi 1:20-25, 2Tim 1:12 


