
WHY THEY KILLED JESUS 

MOTIVES OF THE MESSIAH’S MURDERERS 
 

 

 

 

“Then said some of them of Jerusalem,  

Is not this he, whom they seek to kill?” 

 

~ John 7:25 

 

 
1. Jesus Died 

a. We preach the cross as gospel and glory - Gal 6:14 
b. We speak a mystery concerning the crucifixion - 1 Cor 2:7-8 
c. Jesus died for our sins, but that was his motive, not his murderers. 

 

2. Who Killed Jesus 

a. Conspiracy ~def. When two or more agree to offend another, especially an innocent.  
i. or, Combination of men for an evil purpose. 

b. Pilate, Romans mocked, scourged, and nailed him to the cross - Matt 27:27-38 
c. All the people cried out for his death - Matt 27:21-26 (see Acts 2:22-23, 3:14) 
d. Chief priests, high priest, scribes, and elders were main plotters - Mt 27:20, Lk 22:2 
e. Judas was the betrayer (key to the plot) - Luke 22:3-6. John 12: 
f. Satan was involved - Gen 3:15, John 6:70-71, 13:2 
g. The Lord Jesus Christ was killed by conspiracy - Mark 3:6 (Pharisees, Herodians) 
h. What was the plot? Deception and lies, they would accuse only - Luke 20:20-23 

 

3. Why They Sought to Kill Him 

a. The desire was known, “why go ye about to kill me?” John 7:19, 7:25, 8:33-44 
b. Envy~def. Desire to destroy another due to hatred from seeing their success. Pr 27:4 
c. What they claimed were the problems - Lk 23:2, Mt 26:3-4, but Mt 27:18 
d. Blasphemy: he made himself equal to the lawgiver - John 5:18, 10:30-39, 19:6-7 
e. They feared the Romans if he tried to takeover rule - Jn 19:12, 11:43-47 
f. Judas was a thief - it took him 30 pieces of silver - Jn 12:4-11 
g. They were being condemned publicly - Mt 21:45-46, Mk 11:15-18, Lk 19:45-48 

i. “Beware”  of those guys - Mk 8:15, 12:38-40 
h. Paul also experiences persecution from envy of the Body - Acts 13:43-46, 17:30-31 

 
4. They Did it Ignorantly 

a. The prophets said they would kill Jesus ignorantly - Isaiah 53:3-4 
b. Jesus said they knew not what they were doing - Lk 23:34 
c. Peter said they did it ignorantly - Acts 3:14-18 
d. Paul said they did it ignorantly - 1 Cor 2:7-8, 1 Tim 1:13 
e. The great sign of what he said was true happened after his death - Lk 11:29 
f. Israel didn’t fall at the cross; Israel still standing at Pentecost; they saw  Acts 6:15 
g. Paul also triggered men to envy among Gentiles - Acts 13:43-46, 1 Thess 2:16 
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