
THE LORD’S SUPPER AND THE NEW TESTAMENT 

PAUL’S LESSON FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 

 

 

“And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said,  

Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.” 

 

~ 1 Corinthians 11:24 

 
 

1. The New Testament 

a. We learn lessons from the covenants without being party to them - 2 Tim 3:16-17 
b. It concerned God’s purpose of a peculiar priesthood of blessing - Exo 19:5-6, Isa 61:6 
c. The old replaced by the new (it is better) - Heb 7:22, 8:6-7, 8:13, 9:15 

i. (Testaments require death  Heb 9:17-18) 
d. Promised to Israel and Judah - Heb 8:8, Jer 31:31 
e. It is superior in its provision of pardon, law, spiritual ability - Jer 31:31-34, Eze 36:27 
f. Its fullness would be the salvation of Israel and blessing of the world - Acts 3:19-21  
g. Jesus began replacing the old with a new testament - Matt 26:26-28 

 
2. Our Salvation 

a. Our gospel is not a covenant - 1 Cor 9:17, Eph 2:12, 3:3-6 
b. Our gospel not preached before the cross - Luke 18:34, Mark 9:32, Jn 5:28-29, 14:21 
c. Our salvation today (acc. to the mystery) does not require Israel’s covenants fulfilled. 
d. We are not commended to God by our eating, but by Christ in us - 1 Cor 8:8, Eph 1:6 
e. Our communion not of bread/drink, but of one body and blood - 1 Cor 10:16-17 

 

3. The Lord’s Supper 
a. ‘Lord’s supper’ only found 1x, by Paul, and the Lord is not there! (or is he) 
b. When we meet together, Lord’s church; minister, Lord’s work; eat, Lord’s supper 
c. 1 Cor 11:17-18 - This a rebuke of the Corinthians about when they come together 
d. 1 Cor 11:18-19 - The actions/divisions due to doctrinal problems 
e. 1 Cor 11:20-22 - They not eating the Lord’s supper, due to eating their own (selfish) 
f. 1 Cor 11:23-26 - Paul quotes what he received of the Lord about the past as a lesson 

 
4. The Lessons We Learn 

a. The lessons we learn from covenants are different from their details. 
i. Bread = His body (i.e. when ye eat, remember the Lord’s body - Col 3:15) 
ii. Cup = His blood (i.e. when ye drink, remember the Lord’s blood - Col 1:14) 
iii. “Take, eat” - They were eating a meal, but Jesus gave his own self to them.  
iv. “he was betrayed” - He gave graciously, though he would be betrayed 

b. Distinctions: 
i. Jesus body and blood as a sacrifice for a new covenant  an act of grace  
ii. Jesus body and blood as the gospel for a new creature  the gospel of grace 
iii. Israel partakes of his sacrifice in the new covenant.  
iv. We partake of the power of the gospel as members the new creature (body). 

c. What we remember is different than what they were to remember - 1 Tim 4:1-6 
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