
ADAM’S TRANSGRESSION 

AN IMPORTANT LESSON FROM THE FIRST MAN 
 

 

 

“Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses,  

even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, 

who is the figure of him that was to come.” 

 

~ Romans 5:14 

 
1. Adam’s Importance 

a. Covenantalists give Adam two covenants (which are not mentioned in scripture) 
b. Dispensationalists (Scofield) gave him two dispensations (and two covenants) 
c. “What does the Bible say?”  is not always the question theologian’s answer.   

 
2. Adam According to Prophecy 

a. He was the first man, formed by God, son of God - 1Co 15:45, 47, Gen 2:7, 1Ti 2:13 
b. The dominion mandate - Gen 1:26-28, 2:15 
c. The commandment from God (thou shalt not or die) - Gen 2:16-17 
d. He disobeyed, hid, and brought sin into the world, and death by sin - Rom 5:12 
e. The lesson: “in Adam all die” - 1 Cor 15:22 

 
3. Seed of the Woman 

a. When sin entered, God made his first seed promise to Eve - Gen 3:15 
b. “woman’s seed” is not how it works, where’s the man? Isa 7:14, Mt 1:23, Lk 1:34 
c. Skeptics question this entire teaching/translation; heretics make a mess of it.  
d. Paul teaches that he was “made of a woman” (not a man?) - Galatians 4:4 
e. Paul speaks more about Adam than anyone except Moses, why? 

 
4. Adam and the Mystery of Christ 

a. “even so in Christ…” - 1 Cor 15:22 
b. Rom 5:14 - Adam was a type of Christ, “figure of him” 
c. “all have sinned” - Rom 3:23, 5:12, which is not news, but… Rom 3:20, 4:14-15 

i. How could death pass upon all men, if the commandment was not theirs? 
ii. Answer: They were in Adam - Gen 5:1-4, from Adam is sin.  
iii. Salvation: In Jesus Christ - Col 1:15, the image of God, Rom 5:1. 

d. 5:15 describes the act; 5:16 describes the imputation; 5:17 describes the result 
e. One had everything to lose; the other gave it all to receive more abundantly! 
f. The figure: “by one man”, the but also that others did not act, and 

 
5. Adam, Eve, Genesis, and Us 

a. The purpose was before David, Abraham, the world - 1Cor 2:7, 2Tim 1:9 
b. Gal 3:28 - In Christ there is neither male or female, all are one.  
c. The first man joined to a woman, the second man joined to the church - Eph 5:30-32 
d. Both are new creations - Eph 2:15, 4:24 
e. Our understanding of Adam effects not only salvation, but the mystery Body.  
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Figure of Christ in Adam (Rom 5:14) 

 
 

“Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses,  
even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression,  

who is the figure of him that was to come.” 
 

- Romans 5:14 
 

 

 

1. Both were men (though Christ was also God manifest in the flesh) 

2. Both had God as their father 

3. Both were made without sin 

4. Both had bodies of flesh and blood 

5. Both were named by God 

6. Both bore God’s image 

7. Both could live forever 

8. Both were offered dominion over the world 

9. Both were given a choice of obedience 

10. Both talked to God in a garden 

11. Both were made under a law 

12. Both chose death, to be made sin 

13. Both performed one act for all humanity 

14. Both were cursed 

15. Both bore thorns 

16. Both died because of sin 

17. Both willingly died by a tree 

18. Both brought imputation upon all 

19. Both brought something to reign over the world 

20. Both obtained something that others could not 
 
 


