
COVENANT LESSONS 

UNDERSTANDING THE COVENANTS OF GOD 
 

 

 

“He hath remembered his covenant for ever,  

the word which he commanded to a thousand generations.” 

 

~ Psalm 105:8 
 

 
1. Covenants and Dispensations 

a. Covenant ~def.  A contract obligating parties to responsibility, acts, or outcomes.  
b. Covenantal = God always deals with mankind through covenants.  
c. Dispensational = God sometimes deals with mankind through covenants.  

i. Covenants are made (and must be kept), dispensations are given.  
ii. You enter into a covenant; you live under a dispensation.  

d. Covenants defined by specific terms: parties, acts, conditions, limits. 
e. Dispensational Bible study does not ignore covenants - Rom 15:4 

 
2. God Makes Covenants 

a. God makes covenants with men; we don’t make covenants with God. 
b. Lesser known: covenant of salt, with Levi, Hagar, the day, animals, death, all living 
c. When God makes covenants, he remembers them, we should too - Ps 105:8 
d. “everlasting covenant” shows up 15x in Scripture - beware of changing the terms.  

 
3. Major Covenants 

a. Abrahamic - Gen 12-15 - Land, seed (nation), blessing - “all” “for ever” - Gen 48:4 
i. A covenant without conditions is called a covenant of promise - Eph 2:12 
ii. This covenant called everlasting and holy -1Ch 16:13+; Ps 105:10, Lk 1:68-75 

b. Circumcision - Gen 17 - Land, seed - circumcision - Isaac the promised one.  
c. Mosaic (Law) - blessing (or curse) - obedience to every law - Lev 26 

i. “do all the words of this law” - Deu 5:2-3, 6:25, 32:46-47, Matt 5:17-18 
ii. This one had a fault (not God’s): it was man - Heb 8:7-8 

d. Davidic - a son as king forever - 2 Sam 7:12-13, Ps 132:12, 89:1-3,20,28-37 
i. The sure mercies of David would be Israel’s everlasting covenant - Isa 55:3 

e. New - salvation, Spirit, blessing - Christ, law -Heb 9:15,12:24, Jer 31:31-37 
i. This covenant is also an everlasting covenant - Jer 32:40, Isa 59:21, 61:7-9 
ii. This speaks to Israel’s salvation and forgiveness - Rom 11:27 

 
4. Covenant Lessons 

a. We learn lessons from the covenants without being party to them. 2 Tim 3:16-17 
b. Abrahamic = righteousness by faith - Gen 15:7 (this is not the covenant!) 
c. Circumcision = no confidence in flesh, “two covenants” - Rom 4:11, Gal 4:28, Phi 3:3 
d. Davidic = righteousness without works, sure mercy - Rom 4:6-8, 2 Tim 2:8 
e. New = salvation must be Christ’s work, grace, His Spirit, excellence - 2 Cor 3:5,8,14 
f. No covenants are made with the Body of Christ, a new creature. 2Cor 5:17, Eph 2:15 
g. If you are in a covenant, you don’t need to be in the mystery fellowship (His body) 
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