
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND CONSCIENCE 

FREE TO BELIEVE IN YOUR OWN MIND 
 

 

 

“And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience  

void of offence toward God, and toward men. 

 

~ Acts 24:16 

 
1. Religious Liberty 

a. Daymond Green expresses an idea going back to Luther: freedom of personal belief 
b. Religious liberty has been a battleground for a long time in and out of healthcare 

i. Ex. Quakers, Congregationalists, Baptist, Anglicans, Puritans, Lutheran.  
ii. Increase Mather, Jon Edwards, John Newton and smallpox 
iii. “There is no credible religious argument against the vaccine” 

c. “What does the Bible say about vaccines or religious exemptions?” 
d. The Bible does not tell you to vaccinate, floss, wash behind ears, or wear sunscreen. 

 
2. Your Conscience 

a. “Freedom of religion” or “religious liberty” speaks to your conscience - Rom 2:15 
b. Conscience ~def. Personal knowledge/conviction/judgment of what is true, just, right 
c. Your conscience is free to believe: no authority can bind/keep you from a belief 
d. A belief does not need to be old, consistent, understood, proven to anyone but God. 
e. People are being asked to defend or lay aside their conscience … (to whom?) 

 
3. What the Bible Teaches 

a. We will not use court opinions, laws, or pastors which oft contradict themselves 
b. 1) God gives us a conscience and a choice - Rom 1:20, 2:15, Col 1:16 
c. 2) Our conscience is a witness - Rom 2:15, 9:1 
d. 3) Our conscience should be pure and good - 1 Tim 1:5, 3:9 
e. 4) Going against our conscience is a sin - 1 Tim 1:19, 4:2, 1 Cor 8:12, Rom 14:23 
f. 5) We walk in the sight of God, we must be honest - 2 Cor 4:2, Heb 4:12-13 
g. 6) We answer to God alone for what we believe - 2 Tim 2:15, 1 Cor 4:3-4 
h. 7) Other men’s conscience ought not judge us - 1 Cor 6:12, 10:29 
i. 8) Loving our neighbor does not supersede loving God - 2 Tim 3:2 
j. 9) Loving our neighbor cannot be forced - 1 Cor 13:4, Gal 5:1, 13, 1 Tim 2:2 
k. 10) Our liberty is inalienably given from Christ - Gal 5:1 
l. 11) Our body is the temple of the Holy Ghost - 1 Cor 3:16, 6:19-20 
m. 12) What we ingest is not for better or worse - 1 Cor 8:8, 1 Tim 4:4, Mk 7:17-23 
n. 13) Parents are responsible for the nurture of their children - Eph 6:1-4 
o. 14) God wants us to be fully persuaded - Rom 14:5, 14:14 
p. 15) Let God be true and question everything man says - Rom 3:4 
q. 16) Seek knowledge, wisdom, understanding - Rom 1:31, Eph 4:15, 5:16 
r. 17) There is such a thing as untrue science - 1 Tim 6:20 
s. 18) Our decisions ought not be made solely on reduced suffering - Gal 5:25, Phi 1:21 
t. 19) We do not live in the kingdom disp, but the disp. of grace - Rev 19:15, Eph 3:6 
u. 20) Faith is required for salvation, healing, help - 1Ti 2:4, Eph 2:8 
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