
WHY I AM NOT A BAPTIST 

DOCTRINAL DIFFERENCES THAT MATTER 
 

 

 

“For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel:  

not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.” 

 

~ 1 Corinthians 1:17 
 

 
 

Why Baptist 

1. ‘Baptist’ is used 15x in scripture, all in the NT, 4x by the Lord.  
2. One of the largest Christian groups in America and the world: you know one or two. 
3. There are more flavors of Baptist than there are countries in the world. 

 
Why It Must Be Said 

1. I get confused with Baptists: ‘I only listen to you… and these two other Baptists’ 
2. Baptists can be Bible believers, dispensational, gospel-oriented, grace, 2 Tim 4:2 
3. “Baptists are closest” “Baptists can easily learn it” “my Baptist pastor rightly divides” 
4. Mid-Acts Pauline dispensational doctrine is incompatible with Baptist doctrine. 

 
Why I Am Not a Baptist 

1. Baptist = Water Baptist 
a. John the Baptist is a bad pattern - He was an OT prophet, did not preach the cross, 

talked about repentance, water baptism, kingdom, Lamb of God, more than DBR 
b. Neither Jesus nor Paul were Baptists - John 4:2, 1 Cor 1:17 
c. Christ told Paul not to baptize - 1 Cor 1:17, the gospel w/o baptism cf. Mk 16:15-16 
d. I can be a church member w/o getting wet - Rom 6:4, Col 2:12, Eph 4:5, 1 Cor 12:13 

2. I fail the B.A.P.T.I.S.T distinctives - 50% is a failing grade.  
3. Autonomy? Acts 13:2, Rom 11:13, Titus 1:5, 1 Cor 4:15-17, 7:17, 11:1-2, 1Tim 1:3, 4:14 
4. I do not have the landmarks necessary to mark myself as part of Matt 16:18 
5. Tithing puts us under a curse, and no believer is a priest, we are all members. 
6. The 1644 LBC, 1689 LBC, or the 1729 Goat Yard Declaration are all Reformed & Covenant 
7. They confuse the gospel - ‘receiving him’ ‘confess your sins’ ‘accept him as Lord’ 
8. The preaching of the cross is not found in John’s writings - John 3:16, 5:29, 20:9, 20:23 
9. Being born again is not talking about our salvation but Israel’s - John 3:3 
10. The Romans Road ends up in Israel - Romans 10:1, 9 
11. They preach the gospel of the kingdom, Israel’s lamb, Israel’s walk under covenant law. 
12. My charts look different than theirs: “age of grace” “church age” yo-yo theology 
13. Pentecost was not the birthday of the church - Acts 2:38, 41-47 
14. The mystery of Christ is not the Baptist mission - Matt 28:19-20, Eph 3:6,9 
15. They think they are spiritual Israel, or that OT Israel will return  this is not M.A.D. 
16. It is impossible to be mid-Acts Pauline dispensational and Baptist without contradiction. 
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Are We Baptists? 
 
B.A.P.T.I.S.T Distinctives 
 
B - Bible Authority - 2 Tim 3:15-17, 1 Thess 2:13 
A - Autonomy of the Local Church - Col 1:18 , Mt 18:20  
P - Priesthood of all believers - 1 Peter 2:5,9, Rev 5:9-10 
T - Two ordinances - believer’s water baptism and the Lord’s Supper - Matt 28:19-20, 1Cor 11:23-32 
I - Individual Soul liberty - Rom 14:12 
S - Saved, Baptized, Serving Church Membership - Acts 2:41-47 
T - Two Offices - Pastors and deacons - 1 Tim 3:1-16 
S - Separation of Church and State - Matt 22:21, Acts 5:17-29 
 

 
MARKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 
JM Carrol’s Trail of Blood - Baptist Landmarks 

1. Its Head and Founder--CHRIST. He is the law-giver; the Church is only the 
executive. (Matt. 16:18; Col. 1:18)  

2. Its only rule of faith and practice--THE BIBLE. (II Tim. 3:15-17)  
3. Its name--"CHURCH," "CHURCHES." (Matt. 16:18; Rev. 22:16)  
4. Its polity--CONGREGATIONAL--all members equal. (Matt. 20:24-28; Matt. 23:5-12)  
5. Its members--only saved people. (Eph. 2:21; I Peter 2:5)  
6. Its ordinances--BELIEVERS' BAPTISM, FOLLOWED BY THE LORD'S SUPPER. (Matt. 

28:19-20)  
7. Its officers--PASTORS AND DEACONS. (I Tim. 3:1-16)  
8. Its work--getting folks saved, baptizing them (with a baptism that meets all the 

requirements of God's Word), teaching them ("to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you"). (Matt. 28:16-20)  

9. Its financial plan--"Even so (TITHES and OFFERINGS) hath the Lord ordained that 
they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel," (I Cor. 9:14)  

10. Its weapons of warfare--spiritual, not carnal. (II Cor. 10:4; Eph. 6:10-20)  
11. Its independence--separation of Church and State. (Matt. 22:21)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


