
YOU ARE A CHURCH MEMBER  

HOW IT HAPPENED AND WHAT IT MEANS 
 

 

 

“Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.” 

 

~ 1 Corinthians 12:27 
 
 
 

1. Church Membership 
a. U.S church membership has been in rapid decline for 20 years (70 to 50%) 
b. Traditions = long, but diminishing (salvation, authority, access, blessing, communion) 
c. Standards = high, but decreasing (lifestyle, baptism, credit, taxes, tithes, attendance) 
d. Problems = multitude and doctrinal (neglects the mystery gospel and fellowship) 
e. Is it a sacred cow in need of slaughter, or a truth buried by man-made tradition? 

 
2. You Are a Church Member 

a. How did this happen?  … Is this you  Rom 3:23-26, 5:1-2,8,15, 6:3 
b. “There is no salvation outside of the church” is true (… it’s a long story) 
c. What is the church? Not a building, but the body - Col 1:18-24, Eph 1:13,22-23  
d. There is one body… the church is one today - Eph 4:4, 5:23 
e. Every time “member” shows up in the Bible it refers to a body part. 1Co 12:12-14, 27 
f. If you are saved, then you are a church member. 

 
3. Membership is in Christ 

a. Objection: “I don’t want to join a group of people” “organized religion” 
b. An independent church is an oxymoron - Eph 5:1, 20-21, 30 
c. Objection: People (in the church) can sin and reflect poorly on you. 
d. Members of Christ (not another) by God (not man) - Rom 12:5, 1Co 10:17, 12:18 
e. Membership is by grace not because you are better, are proven, are holier.  
f. Membership joins you with Christ by grace not covenants - Eph 1:3, 1:6, 2:6-9, 3:6 
g. Your membership is a mystery fellowship - it speaks of Christ, not you. 

 
4. Membership is Now Your Life 

a. Error: People choose, covenant, or make a commitment to be a church member. 
b. It is not your choice, commitment, part of your life - it is your life in Christ.  
c. Church membership is how you grow in truth - 1 Tim 2:4, 3:15 
d. Church membership defines your identity, position, and ministry - Eph 4:1 
e. It creates a bond between you and every other member - Eph 4:3, Col 2:19 
f. You cannot do the will of God without walking as a church member - Eph 4:15-16, 25 
g. He connects you to every other member: for supply, support, stablishing, sharpening 
h. Christ is in you, and in them - want to know Christ? Partake of his fellowship - Phi 2 
i. Looking for a local assembly of saints? Looking to do ministry in the Lord?  

i. Your thought is not if you are a member, but with whom you are being one. 
ii. It’s not about where you want to be, but where you can be … of one mind. 
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