
THE UNKNOWN GREAT COMMISSION 

WHAT YOU ARE NOT TOLD ABOUT CHRIST’S COMMISSIONS 
 

 

 

“… a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me [Paul].” 

 

~ 1 Corinthians 9:17 
 
 
 

1. A Matter of Importance 
a. Past missionaries called Matthew 28:19-20 the “Great Commission” b/c “Go!” 
b. “Casting a vision” and prooftexting the Bible is misleading, dishonest, and wrong.  
c. If Christ commits to the church a mission/duty/responsibility … we should do it.  
d. 51% of churchgoers unfamiliar with “Great Commission” ~ Barna 2019 
e. Many things are left unsaid that make it confusing to the rest. 

 
2. The church did not yet exist! 

a. Mystery not yet revealed, the new creature not yet known, who is he speaking to? 
b. This mission given to the twelve apostles of Israel - Matt 19:28, 28:16 

3. The kingdom is not yet - Heb 2:7-8 
a. Power is given him, but he has not yet put down other powers - 1 Cor 15:23-26 
b. The kingdom is not being ‘furthered’ on earth today - 2 Cor 4:4, Eph 2:2, 6:12 

4. Only Israel can go to all nations - Num 23:9 
a. The world would be blessed through Israel - Luke 24:47-49, Acts 1:8 
b. This is not the nations going to Jerusalem - Rom 11:11 

5. There are other accounts 
a. “Go” in Mark 16:14-20, but “wait” and “tarry” in Acts 1:4 and Luke 24:49 
b. This cannot be done without endued power Jn 14:26,15:26, Lk 12:11, 21:14 vs Ti 1:9 

6. Jesus commanded the law - Matt 28:20 
a. They were to teach what he had taught them - Matt 5:17-18, 8:4, 23:3 
b. They taught as Jesus did from the beginning - John 15:27, 20:21, Rom 15:8 

7. They were not teaching our gospel - John 20:23 
a. Their gospel did not include the cross - Matt 28:17, Mk 16:14, 1:14-15, 9:32 
b. They could bind and loose/remit and retain sins - Matt 16:19, 18:18, Acts 5:1-11 

8. Water baptism was required - Matt 28:19 
a. Their sins would be remitted by it - Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38, 22:16 
b. Signs of the kingdom would follow - Lk 9:2, 10:9, Rev 8:10-11, 9:19, 12:9 

9. The kingdom apostles halted this commission 
a. They stopped going to all nations before they started - Gal 2:7-9, Acts 8:1, 11:19 
b. Kingdom gospel was over when the Spirit left Jerusalem blind - Rom 11:7, Acts 9:15 

10.  Christ gave Paul a greater commission (to give to us) 
a. Paul’s commission unknown to the twelve - Gal 1:22, 2:2, 2:7 
b. A dispensation of the gospel committed unto him - 1 Cor 9:17, 1 Tim 1:11 
c. A dispensation of grace about the fellowship of the mystery (the Body) - Eph 3:1-6 
d. We are committed the ministry of reconciliation in a new creature - 2 Cor 5:16-18 
e. Now, Jesus Christ according to the mystery is preached to all nations - Rom 16:25-26 
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