
WHAT KIND OF CHRISTIAN ARE YOU 

WHY CHRISTIANS HIDE THE GOSPEL 
 

 

 

“But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost…” 

 

~ 2 Corinthians 4:4 

 
 

1. Identifying the Problem 
a. If success is determined by number of Bibles and Christians (in name), we win! 
b. Bibles are everywhere (92%), but no one reads them (31% ~ 9%) 
c. Christians are everywhere (70%), but none have a Biblical worldview (6%) 
d. Salvation is only one part of a “Biblical worldview” … oops - 1 Tim 2:4 

i. The problem: most Christians are not saved (i.e. there are fake Christians) 
 

2. How Unsaved Christians Exist 
a. How do you get false believers? Confidence in a wrong message or testimony.  
b. Fake Christians (unsaved) have been around since Paul - 2 Cor 11:26, Gal 2:4-5 
c. Gospel perversions create the problem - Gal 1:6-9, 4:11,13 
d. These corruptions include a (different) Jesus, spirit, gospel, apostle - 2 Cor 11:4-5 
e. A hidden, unclear, uncertain, watered down gospel creates lost believers - 2 Cor 4:4 
f. We have a message and it should be clear what the cross did - 2 Cor 5:18-21 
g. It is possible to “believe in vain” by not hearing the true gospel Eph 1:13, 1Co 15:1-4 

 
3. True and False Gospels 

a. Do not assume Christians know the gospel or are saved.  
b. When you meet a Christian, you must learn “What kind of Christian are you?” 
c. True gospel of salvation  The preaching of Christ’s cross - 1 Cor 1:17-23, 2:2 
d. Teaching the law as the gospel: a curse, we cannot do it - Rom 3:19-20, 23 

i. “Love the Lord” “Follow Jesus” “Keep commandments” “tithe” “water baptism” 
e. Add to his finished work: Christ died in vain - Gal 2:21, Eph 2:8-9, Ti 3:5, Ro 4:5 

i. “repent (stop sinning)” “confess with your mouth” “pray” “Lord of your life” 
f. Make it experiential: the Spirit seals believers - Eph 1:13, Ti 3:5, Gal 3:14, 1Cor 12:13 

i. “personal relationship with Jesus” “filled with Holy Spirit” “born again” 
g. Hide it: where is the cross? Is it necessary?  1Cor 1:23, 15:13-17 

i. “receive him” “accept Christ” “ask him into your heart” “believe in Jesus” 
h. Man’s problem: sin. The gospel must save you from judgment already declared. 

 
4. What if They Are Not Unsaved 

a. Who are we to judge? 1 Cor 2:15 - we are stewards, workmen, ambassadors.  
b. “maybe they trust the gospel, but are not good at communicating it” 
c. 1) If you cannot communicate it; how do you know it? What is your hope? Heb 11:1 
d. 2) Accidental incompetence has the same effect as hiding it intentionally - 2 Cor 4:5 
e. Either they are lost or doing devilish work: both need saved/stopped - 2 Tim 2:24-25 
f. Do not be naïve and assume. No harm is done in making it clear.  
g. Saved people glory in the cross, and that zeal begets other saved people. Gal 6:14 


