
REWARD AND LOSS 

WHAT IS A GRACE BELIEVER’S RELATIONSHIP TO REWARD AND LOSS 
 

 

“… every man shall receive his own reward  

according to his own labour.” 

 

~ 1 Corinthians 3:8 

 
 

1. Why This Matters 
a. For 6 months we have been talking about work, but people will only listen to this.  
b. Our relationship to law & judgment is that grace excels in their use - 1 Cor 2:16 
c. If grace excels, then it would be significant that Paul speaks to babes in 1 Cor 3 
d. Reward and loss happen in the future as a just response to work that happens now.  
e. Two types of error regarding reward and loss:  

1) misidentifying reward/loss - denies what is received freely by grace (what) 
2) removing the judgment - denies what grace does after it is received (why) 

 
2. Reward 

a. Reward ~def. Thing given in return for work. To requite. 1 Tim 5:4,18, Gal 6:7 
b. We do not work for salvation, position, eternal life - Rom 3:24, 5:9, Eph 2:8-9 
c. Is not gaining heavenly serfs, planets, jewelry, gold hats, or a seat closer to Jesus 
d. 1) Things we wait to receive - Rom 5:2, 8:23, Gal 5:5, 2Ti 4:7-8 

i. We have an inheritance - 1 Cor 15:50-54, Eph 1:11, Col 3:24 
ii. Paul is hoping to gain after death - Phi 1:20-21, 23 

e. 2) Things we rejoice in - Phi 1:26, 4:1, 1 Thess 2:19, Gal 6:4-9 
f. 3) Abiding work done by the grace of God - Phi 3:8-14, 1Cor 9:17-19, 22-25, Col 2:18 

i. What if there was something we could take - Ecc 5:15, 1 Tim 6:7 
ii. What will abide are eternal spiritual things - 1 Tim 6:11-12, 18-19, 1 Tim 2:4 

 

3. Loss 

a. The loss in 1Cor 3 not your soul, life, reward, or position - you can’t undermine grace 
b. 1) Everyone loses - our lives, degrees, position, possessions, money. 2 Cor 4:17-18 

i. Temporal things have eternal equivalents - Eph 1:14-18, 1 Tim 3:13 
ii. Paul counts this all as loss before he loses it - Phi 3:5-8 

c. 2) Time is lost - God values it, though our lives are a vapor - Exo 21:19, Psa 90:9-12 
i. We are told to redeem the time - Eph 5:16-17, 1 Cor 6:19-20 
ii. Some people have no guilt, shame, or remorse. Grace becomes entitlement. 

d. 3) Vain work not according to grace doctrine - Col 2:18, 1 Cor 3:15 
 

4. A Judgment According to Grace 
a. Grace does not mean we skip judgment - the work of grace requires judgment.  
b. Grace is a doctrine, not “it doesn’t matter what you do” “you can’t judge me” 
c. Grace means the reward (and loss) is of grace: Christ’s work in you (dwells in you) 
d. What is being judged? The work (not the person) ex. Three Little Pigs 

i. What is the work? A building, new creature, edification - 1 Cor 3:9 
ii. How is the work judged? According to grace doctrine - 1 Cor 3:10, Eph 5:17 
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