
TO JUDGE OR NOT TO JUDGE 

WHAT IS A GRACE BELIEVER’S RELATIONSHIP TO JUDGMENT 
 

 

 

“But he that is spiritual judgeth all things,  

yet he himself is judged of no man.” 

 

~ 1 Corinthians 2:15 

 

 
1. Grace Believers and Judgment 

a. Many times under the law, men waited for God’s judgment 
b. Now is not the time of God’s judgment – 2 Tim 4:1, Rev 19:11  
c. But now we live not under law, but under the dispensation of God’s grace – Eph 3:2 
d. If we are dead to the law, freed from it because of Christ’s cross, then… 

… what place does judgment have with a believer under grace? 
 

2. Do We Judge? 
a. “Don’t judge!” even though Matt 7 teaches righteous judgment (see John 7:24) 
b. Paul says “don’t judge” in 1 Cor 4:5, Rom 12:19, 14:10,13 (but also Lev 19:18) 
c. Paul also says the spiritual judgeth all things - 1 Cor 2:15 
d. Judge ~def. To pass a sentence; to rule over; but also discern, distinguish, determine 
e. Our love should abound in knowledge and judgment so that … Phi 1:9-10 
f. Judgment requires knowledge, understanding, wisdom – Rom 11:33, 1 Cor 10:15 
g. We need judgment to know right/wrong, true/false, good/bad, lawful/edify 1Co 10:23 
h. We need to judge to see souls saved, grow, study, minister – 1Cor 5:12, 6:5 

i. If we don’t judge, then these don’t matter, but they do - 2 Cor 5:14, Titus 1 
 

3. How Do We Judge? 
a. We have no power to pass (or enforce) the sentence (1 Cor 4:4) – but we still judge. 

i. e.g. politics, sports, food, court cases , news (crimes), religions 
b. To judge rightly there must be a standard, by what standard? (Yes, God’s)  
c. Can we use the law to judge? Eph 6:2, 1 Cor 9:8, Gal 4:21, Rom 13:8-10, 3:20 

i. Knowledge and wisdom give us judgment: the law gives both. 
d. God gave more than law, he also dispensed grace. Rom 2:12,16, 1 Cor 2:15 
e. Our rule not the law, but there is a rule - Gal 6:16, Phi 3:16, Col 3:15, 2Cor 5:14 
f. More excellent revelation requires more excellent judgment - 1Cor 1:10, Rom 16:17 
g. Gospel, doctrine, position, walk, ministry is judged by “Paul’s gospel” - Eph 3:9-11 
h. We judge according to God’s message and mission for today. 

 

4. Do We Face God in Judgment? 
a. We are judged of no man (1 Cor 2:15), but we are of God – 2 Tim 4:8, Rom 14:7-9 
b. Once to die, then judgment (Heb 9 :27), but we died with Christ – Gal 2:20 
c. The judgment is not of our righteousness (already judged), but our responsibility 
d. Our responsibility is found in his Body, with his riches, with his power, in this life.  
e. Given all these things by grace, what will we do? 1 Cor 2:16, 2 Cor 5:14, Eph 6:10 


