
HEARING NEW THINGS  

SEPARATING THE TRUE FROM THE NEW 
 

 

 

“For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing 

else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.” 

 

~ Acts 17:21 

 
1. New Things 

a. Conservative (resist change, preserve) vs. liberal (free to change, improve) 
b. There is nothing new under the sun - Ecc 1:4-9 
c. Those who constantly pursue the new will be ignorant of the true - Acts 17:16-23 
d. Three kinds of new things: 1) New to you; 2) New to most; 3) New heresy 
e. What do you do when you hear new doctrines? Reject or accept? Be cautious. 

 
2. New to You (Learning Truth) 

a. We are born gullible (easily deceived): we ought not stay that way – Prov 14:15 
b. Ignorance is cured by learning from teachers – 1 Cor 12:1, 14:36-38, Eph 4:13-14 

i. Learn what has been taught: history, statements of faith, books.  
c. There are things we all need to learn, “If so be ye have been taught” – Eph 4:20-21 
d. Many people first learn to how to learn (understand their Bible) from M.A.D. 
e. M.A.D does not upend historical truths, it establishes them. We have a history.  

 
3. New to Most People (Uncovering Truth) 

a. Uncovered truth is not new, it has always been there. (Heretics say this too) 
i. Truth can be uncovered, forgotten, restored, and understanding developed. 
ii. Tradition has been added to the Bible – Mass, holidays, popes, flags. 
iii. Truth has been lost when the book has been ignored (faith, prophecy, Paul) 

b. Good tradition helps teach new things safely; bad tradition inculcates error - 2Th 2:15 
i. Some tradition is wrong -2 Th 3:6,14,1Co 11:16; some becomes so – Gal 1:14 

c. M.A.D is uncovering truth, but there can be heresies in it, too – 1Cor 11:19 
d. Uncovered truth confirms established truth, it doesn’t contradict what you’ve learned 
e. If you are in the “new”, know where you are at – Bold claims require strong evidence 
f. How to uncover truths? Know the landscape. Stick to the Bible. Stand on solid ground 
g. Hidden truths are not out on the thin branch – they are seen by climbing the trunk. 

 
4. New Not True (Error/Heresy) 

a. Most new things are ignorant of the history of ideas/doctrines. 
b. Studying the Bible is not an exercise in invention or creativity. 2 Pet 1:20 

i. The Bible is a known source with boundaries and limits – 2 Tim 3:16 
ii. Miners go to a mine to dig, not to create. Scientists observe what is. 
iii. Being historically first to “know” something is not the goal of Bible study 

c. Beware add to the word, subtract deity, multiply saving works, divide from scripture 
d. What to Do? Beware the error. Be cautious of the new - 1 Tim 3:6.   
e. Be slow - 1 Tim 5:22 – it takes time to study it out.  
f. Reestablish what we know to be true, again, and again. Beware. Col 2:7-8, Phi 3:1-2 


