
EVERY WIND OF DOCTRINE 

THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING 
 

 

 

“That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, 

and carried about with every wind of doctrine…” 

 

~ Ephesians 4:14 

 
1. Doctrine is Everywhere 

a. 2020 has been a battle of ideas at every turn: coronavirus, lockdowns, BLM, election.  
b. Doctrine ~def. The teaching or instruction; the ideas held as true. 
c. The world operates on doctrines: many false – Rom 1:22, 1 Cor 1:19 

i. Augustine, Luther, Dickens, Dewey, Warfield, Welhausen, Keynes, Gramsci 
d. The natural condition: doctrinal ignorance, thus follow an authority or our own ideas. 

i. The problem: men are either ignorant or corrupt, or both.  
ii. People follow doctrines they don’t ever understand – Eph 4:14 
iii. Now, scientists/materialists reject the necessity for philosophy/ideas. 1Co 2:14 

e. Wind/doctrine - an invisible force that pushes us to move in a direction. 
 

2. Do You Understand? 
a. Understanding doctrine prevents you from being pushed around: do you understand? 
b. Not understanding is a sin – Rom 1:31 
c. Understand ~def.  To hold in mind; comprehend; know the meaning, grasp the idea. 
d. Not just just familiarity, memorization, regurgitation – but to support the idea. 

i. “I don’t know” vs. “I don’t understand” – Mk 8:17, 21, 14:68 
ii. Understanding holds importance over actions/gifts – 1 Cor 14:15-16 

e. Understanding is not regurgitation. It is having knowledge to explain why. 
 

3. Understanding the Bible 

a. We understand through faith - Mt 16:8-11, Heb 11:3 
b. You need to understand the word of God – Prov 2:5-9, 28:5 
c. The church is to make men see the “wind”, understand His will; ground in truth 
d. Paul prays that we would understand spiritual (invisible) things – Col 1:9, Eph 1:18 
e. Understanding the mystery is more than just knowing there is one – Eph 3:4 
f. Understanding the Bible requires right division – 1 Tim 1:7, 2 Tim 2:7 
g. Not understanding, will leave you believing every fair speech – Rom 16:17-18 

 
4. Stablished in the Faith 

a. Faithful workmen are those strong in understanding – 2 Tim 2:2 
i. Do you know why God needed to die, become man, stay God, keep it secret, 

judge works, perform miracles (or not), his power todayp?  
b. How to understand? Faith, hear, seek, teachers, study, ask – Rom 3:11, 1 Cor 14:19 
c. How to be no more children, understand – Eph 4:14, 4:13-15, 18 
d. How to be stablished in the faith: understand – Col 2:6-7, 2:2 
e. Do we understand all things? No, but we know who does – Col 2:3, Phi 4:7 


