
CONFUSING CHRISTMAS WITH CHRISTIANITY 

WHAT CHRISTIANS FORGET EVERY DECEMBER 
 

 

“And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.” 

 

~ 1 Corinthians 15:17 

 
1. This Time of Year 

a. Remember, the most important event in history … yet every December people forget   
b. For the time will come …  2 Tim 4:3-4 
c. I rarely teach lessons on Christmas, b/c Christmas is not the same as Christianity 
d. Christians forget the more excellent/glorious/significant things than Christmas 

 
2. The Cancellation of Christmas 

a. Christmas traditions are being cancelled this year: “Rom 5 can help process the pain” 
b. Bethlehem’s inns are closed or empty, but the shepherds would be arrested anyway. 
c. Lifeway research: 93% celebrate, 27% do not include church, 90% reflect spiritually 
d. 25% less likely to attend church, but 19% will spend more time in spiritual reflection 

 
3. The “Real” Meaning of Christmas 

a. It’s not packages, boxes, or bags (Seuss), trim, lights, stockings, cards… right? 
b. It’s not paganism (besides trees, yule logs, Sol Invictus, Saturnalia) … right? 
c. It’s not just Roman Catholic (hard to swallow -mass, holy day, non-catholics) … right? 
d. It’s not Santa, reindeer, magic snowmen, elves, 40s-50s nostalgia … right? 
e. It’s not the revelry, festivities, merriment, Dicken’s worldly feasts … right? 
f. It’s not the family gatherings, traditions, warm feelings … right? 
g. Christmas is said to be the celebration of the birth of our Lord and Saviour. 

 
4. Christmas Not to be Confused with Christianity 

a. Tithing, baptism, law, sabbath, signs? “RIGHTLY DIVIDE!”, Christmas? “Who cares.” 
b. The most important doctrine about the birth is the virgin conception 9 mo earlier. 
c. Made of a woman, “born under the law” is not the gospel - Galatians 4:4 
d. Our salvation, gospel, mission is not mother Mary – “hail Mary”, but what comes after 
e. Without the cross you don’t have Christianity – Rom 3:25, Gal 2:21 
f. Without the resurrection you don’t have Christianity (or forgiveness) - 1 Cor 15:17 

i. Whether Peter or Paul so we preach – 1 Cor 15:11 (except at Christmas) 
ii. It would be wrong to ignore the events after his birth – Rom 10:6-7 

g. He came into the world to save sinners, appearing to Paul - 1 Tim 1:11,15-16 
h. You are not saved by the baby Jesus, his mother, nor the Christ-mass, but Gal 6:14 
i. His appearing to bring life and immortality was later - 2 Tim 1:10-11 
j. Making it the birth diminishes the Lord Jesus Christ from glory – Eph 1:19-22 

 
5. Remember, In Season and Out 

a. Prioritizing the pre-risen ministry over his ministry from glory is wrong.  
b. Remember, the most important event in history, the gospel, our Lord, his grace. 
c. Remember, sound doctrine matters in season and out - 2 Tim 2:8 
d. Now is the day of salvation, don’t forget, preach the word - 2 Cor 6:2 


