
WHAT IT MEANS TO RIGHTLY DIVIDE 

DISCERNING 2 TIMOTHY 2:15 
 

 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God,  

a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

 

~ 2 Timothy 2:15 

 
1. A Popular Slogan 

a. Every burger place is the best; every church the nicest; every teacher is right 
b. Slogan ~def. a distinctive phrase, motto of a group; catchword; war or gathering cry 

i. 2 Timothy 2:15 is a popular slogan in Christianity, but what does it mean? 
ii. Used by Baptists, evangelicals, reformed, Catholic, JWs, Christadelphians, etc. 
iii. We need to be more discerning, understand in our own mind, beware of buzz 

c. Warning: It is NOT a very good way to tell what someone is teaching.  
 

2. What is Meant 
a. Mainstream – “right understanding” “correctly handling”; being accurate in teaching 

i. Do not corrupt the word of God (2 Cor 2:17), keep it pure. 
ii. Don’t mishandle/misinterpret – separate from errant behavior or doctrine.  

b. Catchword – knowing which parts of the Bible are directed at you 
i. Where are your instructions found? How do you know? 
ii. Cherry picking – Picking and choosing whatever sounds/feels/popularly right 
iii. Other buzzword associations: endtime, prophecy, rapture, grace believer 

 
3. What We Mean 

a. Mid-Acts (beginning) Pauline (ending) dispensational (how we interpret) 
b. “shew thyself approved unto God” – Gal 1:10, 1 Th 2:4 

i. Timothy was ashamed – 2 Tim 1:8 
ii. Of the Lord’s testimony (through Paul) 1:11, 1:13, 1:15-18, 2:2, 2:7, 2:8 
iii. There is progressive revelation of the word of God – 2 Tim 1:9-11 

c. “Study” – a word replaced with “do your best” “be diligent to present yourself” 
i. Study is right because it refers to what your MIND needs to recall 
ii. How are you approved? 2 Cor 10:17-18, Eph 1:6, 1 Th 4:1, Phi 1:10 
iii. Timothy was to remember – 1:5-6, 2:8, 2:14; also 1 Tim 1:11, 16-18 

d. “a workman that needeth not to be ashamed”  - 2 Tim 1:8,13-14, 2:3-7 
e. “rightly dividing the word of truth” – Yes, cut straight, serve it up, don’t corrupt 

i. But divide from what? Yes, error, but Biblical errors – 2 Tim 2:16-18 
ii. The vain/profane babbling concerned God’s words – 1Tim 1:3-7, 1:4:1-6, 6:20 

 
4. Identifying Right and Wrong 

a. Have you heard of the dispensation of the grace of God? Eph 3:2 
i. Progressive revelation - It was not revealed before – Lk 18:34, Acts 3:21  

b. Do you understand the revelation of the mystery fellowship? Eph 3:3-5 
i. It is found in Paul’s epistles alone – (mid-Acts Pauline) 

c. Flags: MMLJ, Mt 24 is the rapture; sign of the times; Hebrews; OT Israel 
d. If you are not rightly dividing you are wrongly profaning. 


