
WHEN CHRISTIANS DIE 

HOW CHRIST CRUCIFIED CHANGES WHAT WE THINK ABOUT DEATH 
 

 

 

“our Saviour Jesus Christ … abolished death,  

and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel” 

 

~ 2 Timothy 1:10 

 

 
1. How We Die 

a. Death is terrible and unstoppable. Man’s worst affliction. Gen 3:19 
b. Top 10 causes of death ~ 75% (of 3million) in US will die from: heart disease, 

cancer, accidents, lungs, stroke, Alzheimer’s, diabetes, flu, kidney, suicide  
c. After you die – your things will be given away, sold off, thrown away – 1 Tim 6:7 

 
2. The Pain of Death 

a. Vain hope is “it won’t happen to me”, when it clearly has happened to everyone else 
b. Death not a source of pleasure for men (eat, drink, be merry…) or God Eze 18:32 
c. “sting of death”  it is sad and painful due to timing, loss, fear, religion/judgment.  

i. Regret, guilt: not a full life, grudges, things left unsaid, not enough time hurts 
ii. Loss of people we love: the loss of loved things hurts. 
iii. Fear of the unknown, loss of control, the end. The end of good things hurts. 
iv. Religion: judgment Heb 9:27, how will it turn out? The anxiety hurts.  

d. If the Bible is true about death, then Christians should think differently. Rom 12:2 
 

3. The Death of Christ and the Hope of Glory 
a. People were in bondage to the power of death – Gen 2:17, Rom 5:12, Heb 2:15 
b. Christ solved the sin problem (cause of death), and the power problem (resurrection) 
c. Removing the sorrow and pain of death is Pauline truth– Rev 21:4, 2 Tim 1:10-12 
d. The gospel of grace gives us assured life in Christ – Rom 5:3-11,17-21, 8:38 
e. He glories in the cross (an instrument of death) – Gal 2:20, 6:14 
f. We are told to shew his death til he come – 1 Cor 15:11 
g. The mind of Christ leads Paul to conform to his death – Rom 6:2, 2Co 4:10, Phil 3:10 
h. We read and know these passages – but to live by it is harder. Rom 12:15 

 
4. Magnifying Christ in Death 

a. Ancient ide = “dying a good death” means living a good life (e.g Art of Dying) 
b. Christianity = a good death is one you die to the glory of Christ – Phi 1:20-24 
c. The glorious death of a Christian is a result of Christ’s riches and grace, not our work 
d. It is good to remember, but we ought to set our affections on the mark – Phi 3:14 
e. When Christians die we get a prize! (b/c of Christ)  Rom 6:23, 1 Cor 15:57 
f. When Christians die we are present with the Lord – 2 Cor 5:8, 2 Tim 2:11, 4:7 
g. We receive the spiritual blessings in Eph 1:3, 2:7, 3:6 with Christ 
h. We no longer hope for glory – we live in it in Christ – Col 1:27, Rom 8:18, Phi 3:20 
i. Christian boldness of death is not ignoring its pain, but faith in what that day will be 


