
COMMUNION IN ONE PLACE 

A DOCTRINE OF BEING PRESENT 
 

 

 

 

“When ye come together therefore into one place …  

… when ye come together to eat, tarry one for another.” 

 

~ 1 Corinthians 11:20,33 

 

 
1. Virtual Church 

a. During shutdowns churches moved online (Zoom, streaming, “body not a building”) 
b. UK just now opening churches for private prayer – no services yet.  
c. Can church ministry be done online; can we meet virtually? Can we be absent? 

i. Some ministry can be done from a distance: all of Paul’s letters – Col 2:5 
ii. Important things cannot be done from a distance: 1 Cor 11:20, 33-34 (80%) 
iii. What does it mean to be present? An easier question before technology. 

 
2. God’s Presence 

a. Presence ~def. To be in a certain place, face-to-face, nearness. (a time and space) 
i. Being present is contrary to absent, distant, being far, alone 

b. His presence cannot be contained – 1 Kings 8:27, Acts 17:24-28 
c. He is everywhere (omni-presence)– Ps 139:5-12; He is near always – Jer 23:23-24 

 
3. God Created Bodies for Presence 

a. People are more bold when they are not present (e.g. online) - 2 Cor 10:1 
b. He created our bodies to sense, sympathize, socialize – exist with/in His presence.  

i. Our bodies are not evil (as heretics teach) – 1 Cor 6:13, 19-20; Rom 8:23 
c. Technology cannot duplicate bodily presence, b/c of our soul and space.  

i. Technology allows us a taste of multi-presence, but it distances us. 
ii. Online communication dehumanizes us – compared to in person – 1Th 2:17 

d. Some ministry can only be in person 2Co 10:11,11:9,13:2,10;1Co 4:19,14:26,Ga 4:20 
i. It is not good to be alone, refreshing to meet – Gn 2:18, Rom 1:11-12, 15:24 

 
4. God Put on a Body to Be Present With Us 

a. The Word made flesh – John 1:14, 1 Tim 3:16, (he is infinite…but… Phi 2:6-7) 
b. The fullness of the Godhead bodily (in person, with a singular presence) – Col 2:9 
c. Absent from our body is to be present with the Lord (in heaven) - 2 Cor 5:6-10 

 
5. We Hope for a Better Presence 

a. People we are not able to be present with we are told to hope – 1 Th 4:13-17 
b. We are told to hope for a better presence with the Lord –2Cor 4:14, Col 3:4 
c. Communion gatherings special b/c saints are not always together as we will be 

i. “Til he come” – 1 Cor 11:26, when the whole body will be present 1Co 12:20 
d. Online ministry is useful and will grow; but it cannot replace meeting together 



 

Reasons to Assemble with the Church 
 

 
1. God ordained it, Paul taught it - Titus 1:5, 1 Tim 3:14-15, 1 Cor 11:33, 14:26 

2. We are told to receive one another – Rom 14:1, 15:7 

3. It adorns the doctrine in your area, a testimony to the world – Titus 2:10, 1 Thess 2:8 
4. It provides an ensample for other believers – 1 Thess 2:7 

5. It is needed to promote unity in the faith – Eph 4:3, 1 Cor 1:9-10 
6. It is the only place rebuke, reproof, and correction can happen – 1 Tim 5:20, 2 Tim 4:2 

7. It is where spiritual brethren exercise the ministry of restoration – Gal 6:1-2  

8. We can get more done when we work with other like minded believers – Phil 4:3 
9. You can rejoice in others who are there - 2 Tim 1:4  

10. It is a source of comfort knowing you are not alone – 2 Tim 4:9-10, Phil 2:24-28 
11. To contribute to the body where you live – Eph 4:16 

12. You can only strive together only if you are together – Phil 1:27 
13. Paul did not minister alone, though he traveled – 1 Thess 3:10, Acts 16:25 

14. It is a place to practice humility – 2 Cor 10:1-2 

15. An opportunity to be generous, invest, give – 2 Cor 9:7, 11:9, 1 Cor 16:1-2, Acts 20:35 
16. Some things you only know in someone’s presence - Gal 4:20 

17. The church is able to identify heretics and wrong behavior - 1 Cor 5:4-5, Titus 3:10 
18. It can provide refreshment – Roman 15:24 

19. Provides an opportunity to support the weak, comfort the feeble – 1 Th 5:14, Eph 6:22 

20. It is the pillar and ground of the truth - 1 Tim 3:15 
21. To be comforted and encouraged by those of like minds and mutual faith – Rom 1:11-12 

22. Others can perfect that which is lacking in you, and vice versa – 1 Thess 3:10 
23. It is where faithful men are taught to teach others – 2 Tim 2:2 

24. It is where evaluation happens – Acts 15:40-41, 1 Cor 4:18-20 

25. It is where we hold fast to sound words, and where we operate orderly – Col 2:5 
26. You get knowledge of and care for one another – Phil 2:19-23, 1 Thess 5:12 

27. Together we can sing songs unto the Lord to admonish and teach – Col 3:16, Rom 15:14 
28. It is where we can learn about and pray for one another – Col 4:7-8 

29. Together we learn the clear gospel and sound doctrine, speaking the same thing  Phil 3:16-17 


