
LIBERTY, LICENSE, LOCKDOWNS, AND GRACE 

AN ALTERNATIVE TO LAW, LICENSE, AND LOCKDOWN 
 

 

 

“shall we sin, because we are not under the law,  

but under grace? God forbid.” 

 

~ Romans 6:15 

 
1. A Great Myth About Grace 

a. Liberty = freedom, not constrained – Gal 5:1 
b. License = permission, authority to do what is otherwise unlawful – 1Co 6:12, Ro 6:14 
c. Lockdown = order to prevent liberty of movement, stay at home, close your business 

i. Lockdowns not unprecedented, and neither are the protests. (History repeats) 
ii. “For your own good!” vs. “leave us alone!” - missed is a more excellent way 

d. How do we respond to the struggle? With grace – Col 4:6 
e. Grace is a frequently used and confused word.  

i. Not what the Bible means  poise, predetermination, permission 
f. The great myth: grace is a license for sinners to sin – it encourages sin. 

 

2. Law or License 

a. Is man in the flesh good or bad? (last week’s lesson) 
i. If man in the flesh is good (utopia), then laws are evil.  
ii. If man in the flesh is bad, then something is needed to combat sin. 

b. The law is holy, just, good – Gal 3:21, Rom 7:12,14 
i. Law is also ineffectual – Rom 7:5, 3:20 – “deeds of the flesh” 

c. There are two ways the flesh walks: in chains or free.  
i. 1) Teachers of the law pretend only the law can control our flesh – 1 Tim 1:7 

1. The law not for innocents, men free from sin (no one)– 1 Tim 1:8-9 
2. Every good work can be done by self-righteous religionist or hypocrites 

ii. 2) Submit to the flesh – justify wicked behavior, grace = no strings on me 
1. Allowing bad to happen removes the knowledge of sin  sin is not sin.   

iii. Both are wrong to think grace encourages sin. One binds flesh, one lives by it. 
 

3. Grace is a Replacement for Law 

a. Grace = walking after the Spirit, through faith, being taught of Christ, his strength 
b. Grace does not make the law void, it replaces the law – Rom 3:31, 5:20-21 
c. Grace teaches we are dead to sin – Rom 6:2,6,11, it has no dominion Rom 6:14 

i. Grace is not first about dead to law, but dead to ourselves = Sin not.  
d. The end of the commandment - 1 Tim 1:6, Gal 3:24-25 
e. Grace produces zeal due to the love of God in Christ. 2 Cor 5:14-15, Gal 5:13 
f. Grace changes the inner man under the influence of God’s word. Rom 6:17-18 

i. When grace exposes sin you need more grace – Eph 4:20-23 
g. Grace produces more right than the law could, due to Christ in us. Rom 8:1-2 
h. It is not that ‘houses of worship’ are essential, it is grace that is essential. 
i. Grace does not allow sin – it is the only way to stop it.  

 


