
GOD WAS NOT IN THE FIRE 

LOOKING FOR GOD IN A CRISIS 
 

 

 

“if we hope for that we see not,  

then do we with patience wait for it.” 

 

~ Romans 8:25 

 
  

1. We’ve Been Here Before …  

a. After 15 years, we are back in the living room because of a fire in our building. 
i. After 15 years, we are repeating the same lesson for the same reasons.  

b. Many responses to our building fire: some made bold claims about who was behind it. 
i. 1) God did it to bless you with something better, 2) Satan did it to hinder you.  

c. When bad things happen – people think about God’s involvement. “Where’s God in this?” 
i. “God has a purpose … and all things work together for good”, right? - Rom 8:28 

d. Christian responses to COVID (a bad thing happening): 

i. 1) It is God communicating, 2) It is Satan’s attack, 3) It is God’s judgment.  
 

2. Looking for God in the Fire 

a. God in the fire = Sodom and Gomorrah, Exo 3:2, Exo 14:20, 3 Hebrews in the fire, hell 
b. God not in the fire = 1 Kings 19:10-13 … how does he know? God speaks! 

c. Is God behind the terrible or is he behind the peace? - 1 Th 5:3  
d. The next time God is in the fire he is no longer dispensing his grace – 2 Th 1:8 

e. Without knowing what God said he’s doing … you will deceive yourself reading the ‘signs’  
 

3. Where is God 

a. The first place to look for something is the last place you left it. (progressive revelation) 
b. 1) Christ is in heaven – Acts 1:11, Col 3:1-4 = He is not ruling on this earth, yet.  

c. 2) His Spirit dwells in you that believe – 1 Cor 3:16, Rom 8:9, Col 1:27 
d. 3) God’s message is grace – Eph 3:1-2 – Grace on the throne – Rom 5:20-21 

e. The same place he was 2 weeks ago, 2 years ago, nearly two thousand years. 

f. Where is Satan? Pretending to be God doing righteous things in the world.  2 Cor 4:14-15 
g. God communicates through the apostle of grace; Satan tries to distort/hide what he said. 

 
4. What About Suffering 

a. What does suffering mean if it’s not from God or Satan? 
b. It means we are still waiting for glory while things corrupt – Rom 8:18-19, 21, 25 

i. God is not behind COVID crisis for good or evil. The enemy is us. 
ii. Don’t see glory? Then patiently wait trusting God because of Christ  live in hope. 

c. Romans 8:28 corrected: - His will/purpose is known – Eph 1:9, 1 Tim 2:4, Phi 1:29 
i. The “all things” = any situation we must learn - Phi 4:12-13 

ii. The “good” = the glory of God (whether by life or by death – Phi 1:20, 2Cor 12:9) 
iii. The fellowship of the mystery includes suffering – Phi 3:10, 2 Cor 4:10-11 

iv. Who can be against us? Rom 8:31 … but what do we experience? Rom 8:22,35-38 

d. How do you live? - Not driven by circumstances, not by feelings, not by your flesh.  
i. Under grace, not under judgment means corruption, sin, suffering persist a bit longer 

ii. God gave what you need to suffer long: grace; His grace is strong. 2 Tim 2:1 
iii. Arm yourself with the understanding of God’s grace in Christ Jesus.  


