
 THE FAITH OF JESUS CHRIST 
A PROBLEM DELIVERED TO US 

 
 
 

“Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by 

the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law” 
 

~ Galatians 2:16 
 
 

1. A Little History 
a. The 19th c. was the dispensational era - the 20th c. Bible/Paul was questioned.  

i. Gal 2:16 - “works of the law”? NPP; “faith of Christ”? Kittel, Barth, Hays 
b. Here we are preaching Paul’s apostleship - but we are not trying to reinvent him! 

i. Revised Bibles changed it to “faith in Christ”, making a bigger mess. 
ii. Now, the mess is so large, society so apathetic, teachers so ignorant ... 

c. The “faith of Christ” is a debate of the 20th c. we would have been better off without 
 

2. The Debate 
a. The traditional interpretation of the Reformation - justified by our faith in him. 
b. The novel interpretation - justified by the faithfulness of Christ.  
c. Are we justified by the faithfulness of Christ or by our faith in him? Both? 
d. What does faith mean? 1) believing what we hear, 2) our trustworthiness (faithfulness) 

i. The gospel of Christ requires our faith - 1Co 15:1-4, Ro 1:16, 3:25, 4:20-25, 5:1 
ii. Jesus is faithful - Phi 1:6, 1 Th 5:24, 2 Th 3:3, 2 Tim 1:12, 2 Tim 2:13 
iii. There is a third option - 3) the message, the gospel - Col 2:7, Phi 1:27, Phi 3:9 

e.  “faith of Christ” as the message resolves a lot of questions, but the mess continues ... 
 

3. Heretical Sirens 
a. If “faith of Christ” is Jesus’ faith ... Does he have faith for us?  NO! 

i. This appeals to grace believers b/c the message is he does everything to save.  
ii. Christ does not have faith for us: FAITH IS NOT A WORK! Rom 3:27,4:5, Eph 2:9 
iii. Faith not something you do, it is something in you when ... Rom 10:17, Eph 1:13 

b. If “faith of Christ” is Jesus’ faith ... Did Jesus need to have faith? NO! 
i. Jesus did not have sin - Heb 4:15, not faith is sin - Rom 14:23 
ii. Heb 11:1 ~def. Substance of things hoped for, evidence of things not seen. 
iii. Faith is knowledge of truth received from outside yourself - John 1:14, 14:6 
iv. Jesus has seen - John 1:18, Heb 4:12-13, as will we - Rom 8:24 
v. Jesus not our model of faith, he is the object of our faith! 2 Cor 5:16 
vi. Jesus never mentioned his faith but called men to believe in him - John 14:1 
vii. Jesus was faithful, obedient, servant, a Son, but he was truth - John 1:17, 14:6 
viii. Jesus was faithful, loving, gracious because of who he was, not following after.  
ix. Can Christ give what he does not have? Yes! salvation, forgiveness, grace, etc. 

c. Having faith and faithfulness are not the same. (Don’t confuse them) 
i. If faith is simply knowledge of the trustworthiness of God, then... ok. 
ii. If faith is looking on another for righteousness, truth, evidence, hope, then... no! 

d. Learn to talk about the humanity of Jesus without flirting with heresy or being confusing. 
e. Christ’s relationship to the father was not merely one faith, but one with himself. 


