
THE DAY AT HAND 

COMPARING THE DAY OF THE LORD AND THE DAY OF CHRIST 

 

 

 

 

“Now we beseech you, brethren, ...  

That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled ...  

as that the day of Christ is at hand.” 

 

~ 2 Thessalonians 2:2 

 
 

1. Introduction 
a. Advent ~def. To come, the coming, arrival. What day is coming Dec. 25? 

b. Thessalonians were thought a day of God was at hand - 2 Thess 2:1-2 
c. They were mentally shaken and troubled b/c they got the day wrong - 2 Thess 2:2 

d. You forget what day it is when you work hard and face trouble. What was God doing? 

 
2. The Context 

a. Thessalonians were enduring trouble in this life, and hope was dim - 2 Th 1:4 
b. Our hope is in Christ: (1) Return (2) Resurrection (3) Reign - 1 Cor 15:19-25 

c. We know that God has a purpose for heaven (body) and earth (Israel) - Eph 1:10 
d. Their faith was strong, but their understanding of the timing was not. What day was it?  

 

3. Day of the Lord 
a. A translation issue in 2 Thess 2:2 - “day of the Lord” or “day of Christ” 

b. It is a day of wrath, trouble, darkness, judgment in the land - Zeph 1:14-18, 2:2 
c. Thief in the night = destruction  1 Th 5:1, 2 Pet 3:10, Joel 2:7-9, Isa 13:6, 34:8 

d. It is a day of destruction, vengeance - Joel 1:15, 2:1, 2:11 (Rom 12:19, Deu 32:35, 43) 

e. Preceded by the signs in the sun, moon, stars - Joel 2:31 remember Acts 2:20-21 
f. Peter preached the day of the Lord was at hand  repent! 

 
4. Day of Christ 

a. Uniquely, Pauline, talking about the day in glory, ruling, and reigning with Christ. 
b. A future day for the body of Christ - Phi 1:6, Col 1:27-28  

c. A day of glory and praise - Phil 1:10-11 
d. A day of rejoicing - Phil 2:16, 1 Thess 2:19-20 

e. A day in heaven with all blessing - Col 3:1-4, Eph 1:3 

f. A day of reward, inheritance, reign of Christ - 2 Tim 1:18, 2:12, 4:8, Eph 2:6-7 
 

5. The Trouble in Thessalonica 
a. If our hope only in suffering then how miserable - 1 Cor 15:19, 15:32, Rom 8:18 

b. Some denied the resurrection or it was passed - 1 Cor 15:12-14, 2 Tim 2:18 

c. Resurrection is passed = reigning now. Then, why suffer persecution and trouble? 
d. Joy to the world - if the king is come, and we live in the kingdom, then ... why suffering? 

e. Paul comforts by saying, The Lord will return, he will judge - 1 Th 4:6, 16, 2 Thes 1 
f. We are living in a present evil world - Gal 1:4, God is dispensing his grace.  

g. We are not living during the day of the Lord or the day of Christ where Christ is ruling 
with a rod of iron or handing our gifts, glory, and rewards. 


