
WHAT ABOUT THOSE THAT NEVER HEAR? 

WHEN A QUESTION REQUIRES MORE THAN AN ANSWER 

 

 

“For what if some did not believe?  

shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?” 

 

~ Romans 3:3 

1. Those That Have Never Heard 
a. Salvation received by faith - Rom 3:21-28, Eph 1:13; faith comes by hearing- Rom 10:17 

b. True: Not everyone has faith. Not everyone is saved. 2 Th 1:9 
 

What about those who have never heard? How will God deal with those who die  
not having ever heard anything about Jesus?” 

    

c. Simple answer: Without salvation we will receive justice for sins when we die. Rom 2:5 
i. God’s will is all be saved. How shall they hear? Preach! Rom 10:14, 1Cor 1:21 

ii. This is why we exist, this is our ministry! Eph 3:9, 1Co 9:22, 2 Cor 5:17 
 

2. The Question Provokes 

a. The answer is simple, the same as “how is a soul saved?” 
b. The question’s power provokes emotions: terror, guilt, sadness, sympathy, hopelessness 

c. How can we relieve the burden of these negative feelings?  
i. 1) Prayerful ministry of consolation and hope in God’s words - Rom 3:3-4 

ii. 2) Put off faith, hope, and change God and his truth into a lie - Rom 1:25 
d. What we hear, Christianity brings terror, guilt, sadness, hopelessness  NO! 

e. Jesus Christ and his grace brings salvation from the consequence of sin! 2 Tim 1:19-11 
 

3. The Offence of the Cross 
a. This answer insufficient to many. “Not fair!” “Not true!” “That’s terrible!” Why? 

b. The cross is foolishness to those who think men are good enough -Gal 5:13, 1Co 1:18-25 
c. Sin is a real problem, and it is not God’s problem. Rom 1:20-3:5-18, 5:12 

d. You don’t need to hear about sin to fall into it. Rom 2:12 

e. “never hear” = darkness, unbelief, sin, ignorant, blind in their hearts - Acts 28:26-27 
f. False assumptions: 

i. 1) The ‘never heard’ exist - Rom 1:20, 10:18, Lk 16:28-31, Mk 16:15, Col 1:23 
    Where are these people? A: America. We hear from Zambia, Mauritius, Fiji 

ii. 2) God is unjust, violent, unloving - Gen 18:25, Rom 5:8, 5:20, 9:14-22,Eph 3:19 

iii. 3) People don’t deserve judgment. - what is wicked? Not having faith. 2 Th 3:2 
iv. 4) Time is up, things are predestined. - No, 1 Tim 2:4, 2 Cor 4:3-4, 6:1-2 

g. If everyone had opportunity and rejected, would that be acceptable to you? It happened. 
h. How long must God suffer with sin and provide opportunity - Rom 1:18, 2:3-4, 10:21 

i. It is unfair that God gave so much, and never gets return. Belief is not gain for him. 
 

4. What the Question Requires 

a. The question requires more than the answer - it requires sincerity and sorrow.  
b. The answer is undeniable - let it create the sorrow it requires = conviction. Phi 3:18 

c. Overwhelmed by the heaviness? Press into the hope, grace, mercy, strength of Christ. 
d. Paul spent his life trying to save others. He is our pattern. Rom 9:1-3, 10:1 

e. Answer not with a chip on your shoulder but with a tear in your eye. “Will you help?” 
f. Christ is the head. He supplies the purpose, we do the work in hope - Eph 3:20 


