
SEPARATION AT HOME 

FAMILY AND MINISTRY: LESSONS AT HOME PART XII 

 

 

“For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother,  

and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.” 

 

~ Ephesians 5:31 

 
1. Lesson You Should Be Learning at Home: Separation 

a. Is separation the opposite of the family responsibility? (Love)  
i. It depends what you are separated from, and why.  
ii. Separation from evil is necessary for growth, guidance, protection, love. Ro 12:9 

iii. Being joined to God’s purpose results in not following other purposes. 
iv. Separation sets you apart. Separation identifies you and gives you a voice. 

 
2. Bad Separation 

a. Separation from God is bad: Matt 25:41, Rom 3:4, Gal 5:22, Rom 8:35-39 

b. Separation from truth is bad: 1Tim 2:4, 2Tim 3:8, 4:4, Gal 1:7-9, 2:5,12-14, 4:16 
c. Separation from church is bad: 1 Cor 1:10, 12:25, Eph 4:1-3 

d. Irresponsibility is bad: Paul refuses some due to family responsibility - 1 Tim 5:3-11 
e. Divorce is bad: “What God hath joined together, let no man put asunder” - Matt 19:6 

f. When people are stuck in a bad marriage, they see divorce as the only answer: it’s not. 
 

3. Necessary Separation 

a. Separation not always bad. You might separate from brothers - 1Co 5:11, 2Th 3:14-15 
b. Separation creates families! “leave and join” - Eph 5:31, Gal 1:15, 1 Cor 10:23 

c. Separation means to differ, disassociate, divide, discriminate, disunite, discord, 
disconnect, deny, disagree, dissent. This can be necessary and even good!  

d. Popular passages on separation - 1Tim 6:5, Rom 16:17, Ti 3:10, but there are more... 

i. 2 Cor 5:17, Rom 6:4-6, 8:10, 1 Cor 1:9, 12:12-13, Eph 3:9, 4:22-24, 5:30 
e. For everyone to “get along” the offense must be left behind = reconciliation 

 
4. Intentional Separation 

a. Natural separation: when your beliefs & life change, some will separate from you 
b. Intentional separation: not participating, endorsing, accompanying sin, error, profanity 
c. Easiest way  Never enter the door, just stay away, so you don’t have to choose.  

d. A little harder  Do not participate, walk away, resist, decline, keep clear of - Eph 5:7 

e. Are you in a company  business, politics - it will cost, reduce/resign, leave peacefully 

f. Social ties? Church, neighbors -peaceful parting necessary for integrity & truth -1Th 5:22 
g. Ministering, meeting, loving, friends differs from working together in agreement. 

 

5. Separation at Home 
a. You may not be able to minister with someone that you can live with, nurture, cherish.  

i. Separation does not mean leave the planet and have no interaction - 1 Cor 5:10 
ii. Your calling is to minister to them; light to the darkness, speak truth, peace. 

b. You can show love, grace, forgiveness, forbearance TO someone in disagreement 

c. How you treat someone is different than agreeing with them, accepting sin, error, carnal.  
d. Separate yourself/your home from sin by minister to family, but do not join them in sin. 

e. Parents/spouses: set your home apart from the course of others. Be your own family. 


