
REPENTANCE  & APOLOGy 

FAMILY AND MINISTRY: LESSONS AT HOME PART VIII 

 

 

“Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry,  

but that ye sorrowed to repentance ...” 

 

~ 2 Corinthians 7:9 

 
1. Lesson You Should Be Learning at Home: Repentance & Apology 

a. Lessons at home for when things go wrong. 
i. Dealing with sin and friction in family does not mean family fails.  

ii. Family/marriage used to teach us to love as God loves: graciously – Rom 5:8 

iii. Marriage does not require perfect people, but you must repent & apologize. 
b. Forbearance/longsuffering necessary before repentance – 1Co 6:7, 2Ti 2:14-25 

c. The grace response to being wronged: reprove, rebuke – 2 Tim 4:2 
d. You cannot force someone to repent, regret, or have godly sorrow. 

e. When you do the wrong, you need to repent and be sorry. 

 
2. Repentance is for You 

a. Not talking about the water baptism of repentance or false ideas of repentance.  
b. Repent ~ To change your mind with grief about something done/thought – Jer 8:6 

c. God commands all men every where to repent _ Acts 17:30, 20:21, 26:20 
d. Preaching, persuasion, teaching evangelism all work toward repentance. 2 Pet 3:9,15 

e. Repentance a result of faith (law cannot produce repentance) – Rom 1-3, 3-4, 6-7 

f. Repentance will be required in your marriage, else you welcome trouble. 
g. Hard hearts do not repent – Rom 2:4, Paul says to be tenderhearted – Eph 4:32 

h. Hearts quick to acknowledge sin is where sorrow, apologies, pleas for mercy come in. 
  

3. Sorrow Should Follow Sin 

a. Your sin hurts others. Sin without sorrow is shameful – Rom 6:21,7:24, Eph 4:19, 1Ti 4:2 
b. Godly sorrow necessary to save your home from consequences of sin – 2 Cor 9:7-10 

i. Godly sorrow is not being caught, others feelings, their anger, it acknowledges. 
c. What do you do when you are sorry? Apologize. (It is not wrong to apologize to God.) 

i. Not sorrowful for sin= proud, arrogant, hard hearted, stubborn, self-righteous.  
ii. It is blind to ask for what he has already given you –Eph 4:32,Col 2:13, 2Co 5:18 

d. Bible terms for apology – atone, confess, purge, admit guilt, ask forgiveness, ask pardon 

i. Jesus offered an apology on behalf of Israel – Luke 23:34 
ii. Many examples of apologies under the law – Ps 38:18, Ps 32:5, Prov 28:13 

e. How to apologize: expression of sincere repentance and godly sorrow. 
i. Regret, responsibility, restitution, reform, requesting forgiveness. 

ii. I’m sorry for ... which is wrong, because ... I will do ... will you forgive me? 

 
4. Repentance in Your Home 

a. If you’ve never apologized in your house – you have some repenting to do. Jer 3:12-14 
b. We are called to peace – to make reconciliation at home – Rom 12:18, 14:19, 2Cor 13:11 

c. Forbearance, longsuffering, forgiveness keep the offended from destruction by sin 
d. Repentance and apology keep the offender from being eaten up by sin. 

e. Change your mind about your own failures, revenge, malice, grace to others - Rom 7:18  

f. Let Christ change your mind – Eph 4:23, Rom 12:2, Phi 2:5 


