
WHY OUR BEGINNING MATTERS 

THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH - CONCLUSION 

 

 

 

 

“And [the Lord Jesus Christ] is the head of the body, the church:  

who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead;” 

 

~ Colossians 1:18 
 
 

1. What we know 

a. Jesus is Christ, our Lord, Saviour, Head, and God 
b. The gospel of the grace of God  Christ’s free atonement for sinners & resurrection life 

c. We are one body of Christ, called the church – Eph 4:4-6 

d. This all a result of the revelation of the mystery – Eph 3:6-9, 5:30-32 
 

2. When it Began 
a. Col 1:18 - When? Col 1 explains the beginning and end. Purpose and pursuit. 

b. Col 3:10 – The “new man”, every man “perfect in Christ” requires knowledge – 1Tim 2:4 
c. Eph 4:11-13  the body built by gifts til there is unity, knowledge, perfect man 

i. Eph 4:14-15 – The church designed to grow up into the Head  
ii. Eph 4:13  unity = Eph 4:4; knowledge = Eph 3:4; perfect man = Col 2:9-10 

iii. The fulness of Christ is the Body  Eph 1:22-23 

d. We are accused of not knowing when it began. We do. 

i. It began with the revelation of the mystery of Christ. (Fellowship = church) 
 

3. Why Our Beginning Matters 
a. What are the consequences of not getting this right? – The opposite of Eph 4 

b. Lesson 1 - Which church?  A question still asked today.  

i. The reason people learn this and leave churches is because they started over. 
c. Lesson 2 – Which apostle? Trouble/confusion people go back to the beginning 

i. This is why people follow celebrities, looking for a pattern. (Greear v. Stanley) 
d. Lesson 3 – Who were they? Not recognizing the remnant robs us of Christ’s riches.  

i. They did not have the unity, knowledge, perfection we are given.  

e. Lesson 4 – What happened at the cross? Christians celebrate in ignorance.  
i. At the cross, no one knew. At the resurrection, no one knew.  

f. Lesson 5 – What is the Spirit doing? The Spirit must be in the church for it to function. 
i. BUT, the Spirit was offering the kingdom to Israel in Acts 2.  

ii. Before God could give mercy to all, Israel had to fall – Rom 11:11, 25, 32 
iii. Before the body of Christ could grow into Christ, Israel was to be blinded. 

g. Our pattern began with a new dispensation of the gospel, to a new apostle, ministering 

in a new place, a new creature by preaching the unknown glory of the cross according to 
the revelation of the mystery of Christ. Rom 16:25-26 

i. This is when we have the unity of the Spirit in the church – Eph 4:3-6 
ii. Failing to live by this knowledge is why the church has growth issues – Col 2:19 

 

 
 


