
CHART: WHAT HAPPENED AT THE CROSS? 

THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH - PART IV 

 

 

“And that he might reconcile both unto God  

in one body by the cross,  

having slain the enmity thereby” 

 

~ Ephesians 2:16 
 

1. Review – The Beginning of the Church 
a. Why is this important? To know our ministry purpose and pattern.  

b. Lesson 1 – Which church? One God, but more than one ministry.  

c. Lesson 2 – Which apostle? One Lord, but more than one ministry. 
d. Lesson 3 – Who were they? One Spirit, but more than one ministry. 

e. Lesson 4 – What happened at the cross? One cross, more than one ministry. 
f. “Scripture says the body was formed at the cross.”  No, it does not. Eph 2:16 

i. ‘At’ the cross and ‘by’ the cross are different (i.e. cause and effect) 

ii. The church, the body of Christ, is one effect of the cross (not the only one) 
 

2. “By” and “at” are Different 
a. By creation we are alive. At the creation we did not exist. John 1:1-4, Gen 1:1 

b. By the first promise of the seed: salvation. At that first promise: curse/exile. Gen 3:15 
c. By the promise, Israel shall be saved (Heb 8:6). At the promise Israel did not exist. 

d. By the law comes the knowledge of sin (Rom 3:19-20). At the giving of the law Ex 19:8 

e. By the prophets knowledge of kingdom glory. At the prophets: poverty, tribulation, etc.  
f. By Christ’s birth - redemption (Gal 4:5). At his birth ... there was probably crying. 

g. By the cross: Israel’s NT, glory of the cross (Gal 6:14). At the cross? Sin & suffering. 
h. By the Spirit: we are baptized into one body (1 Cor 12:13). At Pentecost? No mystery.   

i. By resurrection: kingdom hope (1Pe 1:13, 1:11). At it? Ignorance: John 20:1-9 

j. By His return: kingdom salvation (Heb 9:28). At his coming? Wrath Rev 19:11, 2Th 1:8 
k. By the kingdom: Christ reigns forever. At the kingdom? He faces challenges - Rev 20:8-9 

 
3. What Happened “at” and “by” the cross 

a. Before the cross our ministry is not found  Matt 8:4; 10:5-6; Mark 9:32; Lk 18:33-34;  

b. At the cross = Matt 27, Mark 15, Luke 23, John 19 – None think the church began here! 
i. At the cross there was great weeping and lament (not glory) – Luke 23:27 

1. The only one who glorified God was the centurion _ Luke 23:47 

ii. At the cross Jesus said they were ignorant – Luke 23:34 
iii. At the cross there is no victory, 12 scattered – Heb 2:14-15; 1 Cor 15:54 

iv. At the cross our faith would be vain and we still in sins – 1 Cor 15:14,17 
c. If not “at the cross” then it is AFTER the cross! (Then, when? How long after?) 

d. After the cross – the events occurred that bring salvation and institute the church. 

i. “It is finished” is not the end of what Christ would accomplish -John 19:28-30 
ii. The cross not the only thing that needed accomplished for the mystery to occur 

iii. Resurrection, Holy Spirit, fall of Israel (Rom 11:32), Paul, revelations (27 books). 
iv. Salvation manifest by the appearing again to Paul! 2 Tim 1:9-10 

e. By the cross: one cross did 2 things 1) New Testament for Israel; 2) New Creature 

f. Christ has a new creature in Gal 6:15,2Co 5:17,Eph 1:22,2:10-18, Col 1:16-25, 2:10-14 
i. Why two? It is the mystery of his will “both” in Christ  Ephesians 1:10 


