
THE LORD’s TABLE 

A LOOK AT TABLES AND MINISTRY TOWARDS EACH OTHER 

 

 

 

“...ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.” 

 

~ 1 Corinthians 10:21 
 

1. The Lord’s Table 

a. Table ~def. (7) Among Christian’s the sacrament, holy communion, Lord’s Supper 
b. The phrase “Lord’s table” only found in 1 Cor 10:21 (and alluded to under the law) 

c. Table defined as fellowship, the table is an altar (family altar?) – 1 Cor 10:18-21 

d. Not the Catholic re-sacrifice or Protestant pretend sacrifice at the special table up front 
e. It matters what we partake, with whom, and where.  

f. Why does it matter where we eat and what?  Rom 15:1-4, 1Cor 24, 31-33 
 

2. The Table in the Law 
a. “table of the Lord” refers to an altar offering sacrifices – Mal 1:7, 12 
b. An actual table eating with the Lord  Eze 41:22, 43:1-3, 44:15-16 

c. Israel did not remember the Lord that delivered them - Psalms 78:1-42 

i. Passed through the waters, with a cloud and a fire – 13-14 
ii. Water to drink from the rock, but they tempted God – 15-19 

iii. Anger kindled, he slew the fattest – 20-33 
iv. They remembered God was their Rock, but flattery – 34-36 

v. God forgave them many times, but they turned back and tempted – 40-43 

 
3. The Corinthians Failed to Remember 

a. 1 Cor 8:1-3 Yes, it is grace. We know that, but knowledge is not all there is. 
i. An idol is nothing, the meat is nothing, but the partaking matters – 8:1-9 

ii. Not everyone has the knowledge of grace (but they love the Lord) – 8:10-13 
b. 1 Cor 9 – Paul is free, but he makes himself a servant to all – 9:19 

i. He wants to partakers with them of the gospel, not castaway – 9:23-27 

c. 1 Cor 10 – Do not be ignorant... remember they were one, ate, drank the same thing 
i. God was not pleased with all of them (lusted, idolaters, fornicators) – 10:5-14 

d. Judge this  What we eat and drink in common is the body and blood of Christ – 10:16 

i. We are one body, all partaking of Christ – 10:17 
ii. When you eat the same food you partake of the altar to that god – 10:18 

iii. They sacrifice not to God – their altar/table is not the same – 10:20 

 
4. Partaking of the Lord’s Table 

a. Communion is a doctrine, not a dinner. It is partaking together not a piecemeal. 
b. A table has food on it portioned out to share in common – Eph 3:6, Titus 1:4 

c. A table is where you consume nourishment - Eph 5:29,Col 2:19,1Ti 4:6 
d. A table is where you give/offer/receive blessing and charity – Acts 20:35 

e. A table is where you gather and join together with others = fellowship – Eph 3:9 

f. The Lord’s table refers to our common consumption of blessing together in the Lord 
g. Partaking of the Lord’s table means we fellowship with Christ ministering to our brothers 

h. We ought not eat those things offered to idols, partaking with them – Eph 5:7 
i. What are you partaking of, with whom, and why? 

 


